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A Juſt and Modeſt Vindication of the Pro- 
ceedings of the two laſt PaRLiamexTs 


of K. CaarLes the Second. 


T- HE Amazement which ſeiz'd every good Man upon 
the unlook?d-for -Diſſolution of two Parliaments; 
within three Months, was not greater than at the 
ſight of a Declaration pretending to juſtify, and give 
Reaſons for ſuch extraordinary Proceedings. 

It is not to be denied, but that our Kings have in a great 
meaſure been intruſted by the Kingdom with the appointmenc 
of the Times of Parliaments Sitting, and declaring their Diſſo- 
lutions. But leſt through defe&t of Ape, Experience, or Un- 
'derftanding, they ſhould at any time forget, or miſtake our 
Conſtitution ; or by Paſſion, private Intereſt, or the Influence 
of ill Counſellors, be ſo far miſled as not to Aſſemble Parlia- 
ments when the Publick Afairs require it ; or to dec{are them 
Diflolved, before the Ends of their Meeting were accompliſh- 
ed : The Wiſdom of our Anceſtors has provided, by diyers 
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Statutes, both for the holding Parliaments annually, and oft- 35 x43. ;x5. ® 


ner if need be and that they ſhould not be Prorogued or Diſ- Sv the Partia- 
ſolved till all the Petitions and Bills before them were at- 2: Av?, 
ſwered and redreſled. 2 RIC. 2, 
' The Conſtitution had been equally imperfe&t and deſtructive magnet” 
of it ſelf, had it been left to the Will and Choice of the modo tencud. 
Prince whether he would ever ſummon a Parliament, or put in- Parliament. 
to his Power to diſmiſs them Arbitrarily at his pleaſure. 

Thar Parliaments ſhould be called, and fit, according to the 
Laws, is ſecured to us by.the ſame Sacred Tie, by which: the , 
King at his Coronation obliges himſelf, td It his Judges fir - 
; to diſtribute Juſtice every Term, and to preſerve inviolably all 
other Rights and Libertics of his Subjefts. Therefore abrupt- 
ly to Diſlolve Parliaments at ſuch a Time, when nothing but 
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the Legiſlative Power, and the united - Wiſdom of the- King- 
dom could relieve us from our Juſt Fears, or ſecure us from 
our certain Dangers, is very unſuitable to the great Truſt re- 
poſed in the Prince, and-ſcems to expreſs but little of tha tf- 
fetion which we will always hope as Majeſty bears towards his 
People and the Protcſta::t Religion. 

But *tis not only of the Diiiolution it ſelf that we complain z 
the manner of doing it, is unwarranted by the Precedents of 
former Times, and full of dangerous Confequents. We are 
_ tavghc by the Writ .of Summons, that Parliaments are never 
” called without the Advice of the Council; and the Uſage of all 
Ages has been never to ſend them away without the ſame Ad- 
vice. To forſake this ſafe Method, 1s to expoſe the King, per- 
ſonally to the Reflections and Cenſures of the whole Nation 
for ſo ungrateful an Action. - 

Our Laws have taken care to make the King always dear to- 

his People, and to preſerve his Perſon Sacred in their Eſteem, 
by wiſely preventing him from appearing as Author of any 
thing which may be unacceptable to them. *Tis therefore thar. 
he doth not Execute any conſiderable Act of Regal Power, till it 
be firſt debated and reſolved in Council, becauſe then *tis the 
Counſellors maſt anſwer for the Advice they give, and are pu- 
niſhable for ſuch Orders as are Irregular and legal. 
Nor can his Miniſters juſtify any unlawful Action under the 
\ colour of the King's Commands, fince all his Commands that 
are contrary toLaw, are void ; ( which is the true Reaſon of 
that well-known Maxim, That the King can donoWrong). A 
Aaxim juſt in it ſelf, and alike ſafe for the Prince, and for the 
Subje&, there being nothing more abſurd, than that a-Favou- 
rite ſhould excuſe his enormous Actings by a pretended Com- 
mand, which we may reaſonably ſuppoſe he -firſt procured to 
be laid upon himſelf : But we know not whom to charge with 
Adviſing this laſt Diſſolution : .It was a Work of Darkneſs ; 
and if we are not miſlinform'd, the Privy Council was as muck 
Turpriz'd at it as the Nation. - * 

Nor will a future Parliament be able to charge any Body, as 
the Author or Adviſer of the late printed Paper, which bears 
the Title of -zs Majeſty's Declaration, though every good Sub- 
ject ought to be careful how he calls it ſo. For his Majeſty 
never ſpeaks to his People as a King, but either perſonally in 
: bis 
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bis Parliament, 'or at other times under his Seal, for which the 
Chancellor, or other Officers are reſponſible, if what-paſſes 
them be not warranted by Law. Nor can the Dire&ion of the 
Privy Council, enforce any thing upon the People, unleſs that 
Royal and Legal Stamp gives it an Authority. But this Decla- 
ration comes abraad without any ſuch Sanction, and there is 
no other Ground toraſcribe it to his Majeſty, than-the uncertain 
Credit of the Printer, whom we will eafly ſuſpect of an Impo- 
ſture, rather than think the King would deviate from the ap- 
proved courſe of his Illuſtrious Anceſtors, to purſue a New and 
Unſuccesful Method. 

The firſt Declaration of this ſort which I ever met with, be- 
ing that which was publiſhed in the Year 1628; which was ſo 
far from anſwering the Ends of its coming out, that it filled the 
whole Kingdom with Jealouſtes, and was one of the firſt-ſad 
Cauſes of the enſuing unhappy War. , 

The Truth is, Declarations to juſtify what Princes do, muſt 
always be either needleſs or ineffeftual. Their Actions ought 
to be ſuch as may recommend themſelves to the World, and 
carry their own Evidence along with them of their uſefulneſs to 
the Publick ; andthen no Arts to juſtifiy them will be neceſſary. 
When a Prince deſcends ſo low as to give his Subjects Reaſons 
for what he has done, he not only makes them Judges whe- 
ther there be any weight in thoſe Reaſons, but by ſo unuſual a 
ſubmiſſion gives cauſe to ſuſpect, that he is conſcious to himſelf 
that his Actions wangan Apology. And if they are indeed un- 
juſtifiable,if they are oppoſite to the Inclinations,and apparent- 
ly deſtruCtive of the Intereſt of his Subjeſts, it will be very 
difficult for the moſt Eloquent or Infinuating Declaration, to 
make them in love with ſuch things. And thereforethey did 
certainly undertake noeaſy Task in pretending to perſwade Men 
who ſee themſelyes expoſed to the reſtleſs Malice of their Ene- 
mies, who obſerve the languiſhing Condition of the Nation, 
and that nothing but a Parliament can provide Remedies for the 
great Evils which they Feel and Fear ; that two ſeveral Parlia- 
ments, upon whom they had placed all their hopes, were-ſo ſud- 
denly broken, out of kindneſs to them, or with any regared to 
their Advantage. It was generally believed, that this Age would 
not have ſeen another Declaration, ſince * Coleman's was ſo un- 
luckily publiſhed before its time : Not only becauſe thereby the 
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World was tavght how little they ought to rely upon the fin 
cerity of ſuch kind of Writings ; but becauſe that was a Maſter- 
plece which couid hardly be equall'd, and our preſent Miniſters 
may well be out of Countenance, to ſee their Copy fall ſo very 
much ſhort of the Original. 

But ſhould this Declaration be ſuffered to gp abroad any lon- 
ger,. underthe Royal Name, yet it will never be thought to have 
proceeded from his Majeſties Inclination, or his Judgment, but 
to be gained from him by the Artifices of the ſame ill Men, who 
not being content to have prevailed with him to Diſſolve two 
Parliaments, only to protect them from publick Juſtice, do now 
hope to excuſe themſelves from being thought the Authors of 
that Counſel,by making him openly toavow it. But they have 
diſcovered themſelves to the Kingdom,and have told their own 
Names, when they number amongſt the great Crimes of the 
Houſe of Commons, their having Declared arvers Emment Per= 
Jons to be Enemies 10 the King and Kingdom. 

'Tis our happineſs that the Cunning of theſe Eminent Perſons 
is not equal to their Malice, in that they ſhould thus unwarily 
make themſelves known when they had ſo ' ſecretly, and with 
Jo much Caution, given the pernicious Advice. None could 
be offended at the proceedings of the Parliaments, but they 
who were obnoxious ; none could be concerned to vindicate the 
Diſlolution, but they who had adviſed it. But they have per- 
formed this laſt Undertaking after ſuch a ſort, that they have 
left themſelves not only without _—_ but withour all 
pretence hereafter. The People were willing to think it the 
Unfortunate Effect of ſome ſuddain and precipitate Reſolution 3 
but ſince they have now publickly aſſured us, that it was the 
Reſult of Counſel and Deliberation, they cannot blame us for 
hoping one day to ſee Juſtice done upon ſuch Counſellors. 

But though to the Difhonour of our Country it does appear, 
that ſome Ergh/ſb-men were concerned in the unhappy Advice 
of breaking the two laſt Parliaments, and ſetting, up this pre- - 
tended Defence of it; yet the Gall:/cims which are found in the. 
Paper, ſhew the Writer to have been of another Nation, or at 
leaſt to have hadkis Thonghts fo much taken up for the Intereſts 
of France ( whilſt he was labouring this way to heighten and 
perpetuate the Differences between the King and his People )) 
that he could not. expreſs himſelf in apy other /diom than —_ 
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he would not otherwiſe have introduced the King, ſaying, That 
it was a Matter extreamly ſenſible to Us ;, a Form of Speech pe- 
culiar to the French, and unknown to any other Nation... The 
Reader (who underſtands that Language) will obſerve: ſo 
many more of this kind, as will give him juſt cauſe to doubt, 
whether the whole Paper was not a Tranſlation, and whether 
the Engliſh one, or that which was publiſhed in French, was the 
Original ? | 

Let us theu no longer wonder, that the time of Diſſolving own 
Parliaments, is. known at Pars ſooner than at London, ſince ?tis 
probable, the Reaſons now given for it, were formed there too. 
The Peers at Oxford were ſo totally igaorant of the Council, 
that they never once thought of a DiſloJution till they heard it 
pronounced ; but the Dutcheſs of Iſatarime had better Intelli- 


gence; and publiſhed the News at St.,Famers many hours be- * 


fore it was done, The Dcclaration was not communicated to 
the Privy Council, till Friday the 8th. of April, when his Ma- 
jeity ( according to the late Method ) did gracioully declare to 
them his plcaſure,. to ſet it, forth, without deſiring from them 
any Advice in the matter ; but Monſieur Baron, the French. 


bu: id 


hy, 


Ambaſlador, did not only read it to a Gentleman the fifth of. ' 


April, but adviſed with him about it, and demanded his Opi-. 
nion of it, which his Excellency will the better remember,becauſe 
of the great Liberty which the Perſon took in ridiculing it to his 
Face. Good God! to what a Condition is this Kingdom reduced, when: 
the Miniſters and Agents of tbe only Prince in the World, who can 
bave Deſigns DEE or of whom we ought to be afraid, are not on- 
ly made acquainted with the. moſt ſecret Paſſages. of State, but are: 
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made our Chief Miniſters too, and have. the principal Condutt of our- , 


Afairs. And let the World judg.if the Commons had not rea-- 
ſon for their Vote, when they declared thoſe Eminent Perſons, 
who manage things at this.rate, To be. the Enemies to the King. 
and Kingdom, aud Promoters of the French Intereſt. 

W hoſoever conſiders the Actions of oyr Great Men, .will not 
think.it ſtrange that they: ſhould be hard put to it to find out 


Reaſons which they might-give for any of them, . and they have - 


had very il] luck whenever. they went. about it. - That Reaſon- 
which they had given. for Diſſolving.three feyeral Parliaments 
ſucceſſively,” is now grown ridiculoys, That the King was reſel- 
ved-tomeet.his People, and to. have their Advice.in frequent Parlia- 
ments, 
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(6) 
ments, ſince every Man took notice, that as ſoon as the Miniſters 
began to ſuſpect that his Majeſty was inclined to heatken to, 
and'purſue their Advice; thoſe very Parliaments were preſeitly 
Diſſolved. This was all the Ground and Cauſe, which was 
thought of for breaking the laſt Parliament at Weſtminſter, 
when the Proclamation of the 18th of January, 1680, was 
publiſhed ; but they have now confiderred better,and-have found 
out faults enouzh to ſwell into a Declaration ; and yet as much 
offended as they are with this Parliament, they ſeem more high- 
ly angry with that which followed at Oxford. 

Nor 1s it at all ſtrange that it ſhould fall out ſo: For - the 
Court never did yet Dillolve a Parliament abruptly, and in. 
a Heat, but they found the next Parliament more averſe, and 
to inſiſt upon the ſame things with greater eagerneſs than 
the former. Engliſh Spirits reſent no Afﬀronts {1o highly as 
thoſe which are done to their Repreſentatives; and the Court 
will. be ſure to find the Effects of that Reſentment in the next 
Eleftion. A Parliament does ever participate of the preſent 
'Temper of the People. Never were Parliaments of more 
different Complexions than that of 1640, and that of 1661. 
Yec'they both .exattly anſwered the Humours which-were pre- 
dominant in the Nation, when they were reſpeCtively choſen. 
And therefore while the People do-ſo univerſally: hate and 
fear France and Popery, and do ſo well underſtand who they 
are who promote the French and Popsſh Intereſts, the Favourites 
do -but'-cozen themfelves to think that they will ever ſend up 
Repreſentatives leſs zealons to bring them to Juſtice, than 
thoſe againſt whom this Declaration is publiſhed. For ſurely 
this Declaration ( what great things ſoever may be expected 
from it ) will make but very few Converts, not only becauſe 
it repreſents things as high Crimes, which the whole King- 
dom:has been celebrating as:meritorious Actions, but becauſe 
the People have been 1o often deceived by former Declarati- 
ons, that whatſbever carries that Name, will have no Credit 
with them for the future. ' They have not yet forgetten the 
Declaration from Breda, though others forgot it ſo ſoon, 
and donot ſpare to ſay, that if the ſame Diligence, the ſame 
earneſt Solicitation, had been made uſe of in that Aﬀair, which 
have been ſince exerciſed directly contrary to the Deſign of it, 
there is no doubt but every part of it would haye had CI 
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Succeſs, and all his Majeſty*s Subjects would have enjoyed the 


Fruits of it, and bave now been extolling a Prince ſo careful to 
keep ſacred his Promifes to*the People. oo | 

If wedid take notice of the ſeveral Declarations, publiſhed 
fince that which we have laſt mentioned, we ſhall find they fig- 
nifie as little; and therefore we will only remember the laſt, 
made the 2oth of April 1679, and declared in Council and in 
Parliament, and after publiſhed to the whole Nation : Where- 
in his Majeſty owns that he is ſenftble of the ill poſtnre of his 
Affairs, and the great Fealouſies and Difſatisfattion of his good Sub- . 


jeits, whereby the Crown and Government was become too weak to 


preſerve it ſelf, which proceeded from his uſe of a ſingle Miniftry, 
and of private Advices; and therefore profeſſes his Reſolution, to 
lay them wholly aſide for the future, and to bs adviſed by thoſe able 
and worthy Perſons, whom he had then choſen for his Conncil, "in all 
bis weighty ahd important Aﬀairs. But every Man muſt acknow- 
ledg that either hjs Majeſty has utterly forgotten this publick 
and ſolemn Promiſe, or elſe that nothing werghry and important 
has happen*d from that time to this very day. | yl 

- As for the Declaration read. in our Churches the other day, 
there needs no other Argument to make ns doubt of the reality 
of the Promiſes which it makes, then to confider how'partially, 
and with how little fmcerity the things which 'it pretends to 
relate, are therein repreſented. It begins withtelling us in His 
Majeſty's Name, That it was with exceeding great Trouble that be 
was brought to Diſſolve the two laſt Parliaments, without more be- 
zefit to the People by the calling of them. V/e ſhould queſtion his 
Majeſty's Wiſdom, did we not believe him to have underſtood, 
that never Parliaments had greater Opportunities of doing good 
to himſelf and to his People. He could not but be ſenſible of 
the Dangers, and of the Neceſlities of his Kingdom; and there- 
fore could not without exceeding great Troxble, be prevailed upon 
for the ſake of a few deſperate Men'( whom he thought himſelf 
concern'd to love now, only becauſe he had loved them too well, 
and truſted them too much before; ) not only to diſappoint 
the Hopes and Expectations of his own People, but of almoſt 
Europs. His Majeſty did indeed ao his part, ſo far, in giving 
Opportunities of providing for our Good, as the calling of Parlia- 
ments does amount to, and it is to be imputed to the Miniſters 
| only, 
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only, that the ſucceſs of them did net anſwer His and Our Ex- 

(ations. | Wes S 

*Tis certain it cannot be imputed to any of the Proceedings 
of either of thoſe Parliament ; which were. compoſed of Men 
of as good Sence and Quality as any in the Nation, and pro- 
cecded with as great Moderation and manag<d their Debates 
with as much temper as was ever known in any Parliament. 
If they ſeem'd to go too far in any thing, His Majeſty*s Speeches 
or Declarations had miſled them, by ſome of which they had 
been invited to enter into every one of thoſe Debates, to which 
Jo much Exception has been ſince taken. | 
Did henot frequently recommend the Proſecution of the Plot 
to them, with a ſtrict and impartial Inquiry? Did he not tell 
them, That he neither thought himſeif nor them ſafe, till that mat- 
ter was gone through with ? 

Did he not in his Speech of the goth of April 1679, aſlure 
them, that it was his conſtant Care to ſecure our Religion for the 
future in all Events, and that in all things which cencern'd the 
publick Security, he would not follow their Zeal but lead it ? Has 
he not often wiſh'd, that he might.be able to exerciſe a Power of 
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| bo 9 hy in reference to thoſe Proteſtants, who through Tenderneſs - 
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of miſguided Conſcience did not conform to the Ceremonies, Diſci= «, 
pline and Government ef the Church? And promiſed that he 
would make it bis ſpecial Care to incline the Wiſdom of the Parlia- ' 
ment to concur with him, in making an Act to that parpoſe? 

And leſt the Malice of ill Men might obje&, that theſe Graci- 
ous Inclinations of his continued no longer, than while there 
was a poſlibility of giving the Papiſts equal benefit of -a Tolera- 
tion ; Has not his Majeſty, ſince the Diſcovery of the Plor, 
ſince there was no hopes of getting ſo much as a Convenience 
for them, in his Speech of the 6th of March 1679, expreſt 
his Zeal nottonly for the Proteſtant Religion in general, but for 
an Union amongſt all ſorts of Proteſtants? And did he not com- 
mand my Lord Chancellor at the fame time to tell them, that 
it was neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between Popifh and other Recuſants, 
between them that would deſtroy the whole Flock, and them that on- 
ly wander from it.? | 

T heſe things conſidered, we ſhould not-think the Parliament . 
went too far, but rather that they did not follow his Majeity's 
Zeal with an equal pace. The Truth is, if we obſerve the _ 
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ly provocations of the Popiſh Faftion, whoſe Rage and Info- 
lence were only increaſed by the Diſcovery of the Plot 3 fo 
_ that they ſeemed todefy Parliaments, as well as Inferior Courts 
of Juſtice, under the Proteftion of the Duke, (their publickly 
avowed Head ) ; who ſtill carried on their Deſigns by new and 
more deteſtable Methods than ever, and were continually buſy, 
by Perjuries and Subornations, to charge the beſt and moſt con- 
ſiderable Proteſtants in the Kingdom with Treaſons, as black as 
thoſe of which themſelves were guilty. If we obſerve what 
vile Arts were uſed: to hinder the further Diſcovery,: what Li- 
berty was given to reproach the Diſcoverers, what Means uſed 
to deſtroy or to corrupt them ; how the: very Criminals were 
encouraged and allowed to be good Witneſſes againſt their Ac- 
cuſers: We. ſhould caſily excuſe any Exel Parliament thus 
beſet, if they had been carried to ſome litthe Exceſſets. Burt yet 
all this conld not provoke them to do any thing not ;uſtifiable 
by the Laws of Parliament, or unbecoming the Wiſdom and 
Gravity of an a" Senate. | 
But we are told, That his Majeſty Opened the laſt Parliament, 
which was held at Weſtminſter, with as Gracious Expreſſions of 
His Readineſs to ſatisfy the” Deſires of bis Subjefts, and to ſecure 
them againſt all their uſt Fears, as the Weighty Conſideration, 
either of -preſerving the -Eft abliſhed Religion and m_—_ of bis 
Subjeiis at Home, or of ſupporting his Neighbours Allies: A- 
broad, could fill bus Heart with, We muſt own that his Ma- 
jeſty has Opened all his Parliaments at Weftminfter, with very 
Graciow Expreſſions : Nor have wanted that Evidence of His 
Readineſs to ſatizfy the Deſires of his Subjetts ; but that ſort of 
Evidence will ſoon loſe its Force, if it_be never followed by }) 
Actions correſpondent, by which only the World can judg of 
the ſincerity of Expreſſions or Intentions. And therefore the 
Fayourites did little conſult his Majeſty*s Honour, when they 
bring him in ſolemnly declaring to. his Subjefts, That bis In- 
rentions were 44 far as wanld beve conſifted with the very Being of 
the Governnent, to have complied with any thing that could have been 
propoſed to bim to accompliſh thoſe Ends ;, when they are not. able 
to produce an Inſtance wherein they ſuffered him to comply in 


* 


any one Thing. Whatfoever the Houſe of Commons Ad- y { 


dreſs?d for, was certainly denied, though it was only for that 
Reaſon ; and there was no ſurer way of Intituling ones ſelf - 
- ,» t 


=Y 


( 30)) 
thei Favour'of | the Court, than to' receive a Cenſure from! the 
Repreſentative Body of tlie People. -:-- 77 On9! 

| Tet 1t-for the preſent be admitted, that ſome of the things deſi- 
red by that Parliament were exorbitant,and (becauſe we will put 


the Objettionas ſtrong as is poſible)- inconſiſtent with the-very 


being of the Government?, yet atleaſt, ſome of their Petitions 
were more reaſonable. The Government might have ſubſiſted, 
-tho:the Gentlemen, put out of the.Commiſſion of the Peace, for 
+their-zealous afing againſt the Papiſts, had been reſtor'd ; nor 
would a final Diſſolation of all things/have enſued; tho Sir George 
Tefferies had been removed out of publick Office, or my Lord 
Halifax himſelf from his Majeſty's Preſence and Councils.-'Had 
the Statute of the 35 Fbz. (which had juſtly flept for [Eighty 
Years, and of late, unſeaſonably revived) been revelation. 
ly the Government might ſtillhave been ſafe. And tho the En- 
naticks: perhaps had not deſerved: fo well as that in favour.to 
them, his Majeſty ſhould have paſſed/that Bill 3 yet ſince the 
Repeal might hereafter be of ſo great uſe to thoſe of the Church 
of England, in caſe of a Popilti Succeſlor, (which Bleſſing! his 
Majeſty ſeems refalve&to-bequeath to his People) 5: one would 
have thought he-might have complied with the Parliament-'in 
.that Propoſal: At-leaft, we ſhonld have:had leſs reaſon to com- 
plain of- the. Refuſal; if the. King wonld have been but: gra» 
cioully pleafed to have done it 12 the ordinary way. _ «4 
_ But the Miniſters thought they had not- ſufficiently trinm- 
over the Parliament, by getting the' Bill rejefted, unleſs 
It were done in ſuch 'a manner as that the [Preſident might- be 
more. pernicious to Poſterity, by introducing a new Negative 
in the making of Laws, than the loſing of any Bill; how uſeful. 
ſoever, could be to the preſent Age. This we may. affirm, that 
if the Succeſs of this Parliament did not anſwer Expettation; 
whoever was guilty of it, the Houſe of Commons did not fail 
of. doing their Part. Never did Men husband: their time to. 
more Advantage. They opencd the Eyes of the Nation 3' They: 
ſhewed them their Danger, -with a Freedom becoming Engliſhs 
men. They allerted the Peoples Right of Petivioning.: They 
proceeded - vigorouſly againit the Conſpirators' Diſcovered, * 
and heartily endeavoured ta take:away the very Root of the 
Conſpiracy : They had before thenz as many> great.and/-weful 
Bulls as had-been (een in avy Parliament,and'itis not to be laidat 
: __ their 
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their doors that they rovdABofhiter 'This'Ape will never jt 
to give them. their grateful Jews and Poſterity will : 
remember that Houle of Commons” Ho jour,-- 3 
- We cone now tothepartichlar enumeration of thofe gracious 
Things which weredaid to the Parliament at Weſt 
negehy. a$k*d-of them he" ſupporting the Albans he* had matte 
Preſervation 4» ”_ #6 Peace in Chrifendom.” TI 
bs wie oy Majelty 0 added. to-this gracious ASking *of 
Mony,' a" 'grdciotis ner es of thoſe Alliances, and thar 
fuch blind Obedience had not been exatted from them, as to 
contribute"to'the Sapport of they knew not what themſclves;; 
nor before'they had conſidered whether thoſe Alliances which 
were' made, were truly deſignd fot that End which was* 
tended;-or wy way likely to prove effeftual tot; Sine! ns 
Precedent can be ſhewn, that ever a'Parliament ' (not even the 
tate Long Parliament; though filled with Danby's' Penſioners )#- 
did give Mony for maintaining any Leagyes, tilt they Were fir 
made acquainted with the particulars of theit. 
- "But'befides'this, ' the Parliament had feaſon to-conhdet welt if 
neral Peace it ſelf, and the'Infloence it "mipht have,” #hd 
pon our Aﬀairs, before they-came to any Refolution, or {6 
; to a Debate abont preſerving it; ſince ſo wiſe a Miniſter 
as my Lord'Chanceltor had fo lately told ys, Thar i was fitter for Lord Chancel- 
=o ation than Diſcourſe,” He-informed us in the fame $, ec, tor's Speech, 23 
the Peace'then was butt the'Efe@ Mp efpair. hes the Conife- 0992 1678, 
FN and we bw fince cariÞe by with Sthey We Te- 
dicee to that Defpair :-and what Price was Udinitided of the 
French King for ſo Sign a Service. © And' we cannot bo be fadT 
ſenſible how by this Peace, that Moparry: has not uy ule DI DI 
foly'd rnd edera nr ties | \enfa! ed i) DIES: 


al 


S-walrd r ulUlef's 
Fro SHEAR ofed his* Sat Rn ks 
Fletr and repleniſhed his Exchequer for, ongrY! er D d 


fgns "bat hisPenſſoners at our Court have groyn'i tofo Rag ypon K. 
It, and FPeſtuting © that Toy. he may be atlei ure-to.a them ln 2, 


ruitin nd the-Proteſtaht' Religion together, 1 have 
tak Tr vs Par a Re hs 5nd Chak pig ohh his 
r em 


fod 
Mobiyto git Contra: ee a Red had 
It the great Reprefer tative ofthe Nation, whoſe Power ad 


Wiſdom 


| (12) | 
Wiſdom. only could fave him- and us, In our preſent Exigen- 


CLES. a2 b-7 4% 2p 71 
"But whatever the Deſign of them was, or the Effe& of - them 
is like to be, yet Alliances have a very good ſound, . and a Nati- 
_ on ſo encompaſſed with Enemies ,abroad, and Traitors and 
! , Penſioners. to thoſe Enemies at home, muſt needs be glad: to 
hear of any new Friends. But alas, if we-look into the Speech 
madeat the Opening of that Parliament, . we-ſhall find;no men- 
tion of any new Ally except the Spaniard, whoſe Aﬀairs at that 
time, through the Defefts of his own Government, and the 
Treacheryof our Miniſters, werereducedto ſodeſperate aState,, 
that he might well be a Burden to us 3 but there was little to be. 
hoped from a Friendſhip with him, unleſs by. the name of « 
League, to recommend our Miniſters to a new Parliament, and. 
cozen Country Gentlemen out . of their Money. . . But: upon 
uſal of that League. it appears by the Third, Fourth and 
Fifrh Articles, that it was like to create us Trauble enough ; for 
It engages us indefinitely to enter into all the. Quarrels of the 
Spaniards, though they happened in the Weff Inaies, or the Phi-. 
lipine Tands, or were drawn upon himſelf by his awn lnjuſtice 
or cauſeleſs Proyocations. By this we ſhall be obliged to eſpouſe 
his difference with the Duke of Braxdewbargh, though all that 
Duke did, was according to the Law of Nations,: to Reprize- 
Spaniſo Ships for a juſt Debt frequently demandedin vain. By 
his we ſhall be obliged to engage in his preſent. War with the 
Portugueſe, though he by his violent ſeizing of; the Iſland of St. 
Gabriel, which had long beef in; their peaceable -poſſeſſion, 
without once demanding it of them, has moſt. jyſtly.proyoked 
the. Portugueſe to invade Spain. Nor are we Rand only to 
ailiſt him in caſeof an Iayaſion ;. butin caſe of any Diſturbance - 
whatſoever, which muſt be intended of _ inteſtine Troubles, . 
(and it is ſo direfly explained in the ſecret Article, which all 
Europe ſays was ſigned at the ſame. time.) So that if the preſent. 
King of Sp«i: ſhould imitate his Great Grandfather, Phi the - 
Second.,and oppreſs any of his Subjefts,as cruelly as he did thoſe - 
of the Low Conntries, and {0 force them to a necellary Self-De- 
fence , we' have renounced thie policy. of 'our. Anceſtors, who: 
thought it their Intereſt as well as their Duty to ſuccorthe di- 
ſtrefled, and muſt not only aid bim with 8000. Men for three 
Months, to make thoſe People Slaves, but if the RUN 
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"be part n- I 6k ? Ca 
whole Fo Rn. wh — 2H 

tian of. aſliſtance 


England, upon an 

the Volt Gathol! F 
are ſtill to believe Los Pro. 
teſtant Religion,and the Aid to ſo 


Pious a Defign, and to make. War upon. the People with. all 


. The next thing recommended to them, wasthe farther Examina- 
tiow Lf the Plot, | and every; one who. has obſerved what has- 
paſſ for more than two. years together, cannot doubt that 
this was ſincerely deſired by ſuch as are moſt in Credit with his. 
Majeſty ; and then ſurely the Parliament deſerved not to be cen- 
ſured upon this Account, ſince the Examination of ſo many. 
new Witneſks, the TryaLof the Lord Srafford;the great Prepa- 
rations for the Tryals of thereſt of the Lords.and their.diligent.. 
Enquiry into the Horrid lx;ſb Treaſons, ſhew that the Parlia-. 
ment. wanted no Diligence to purſue his Majeſties good Inten- - 
tions -, _ A. f Rr 
And when His Majeſty defired fromthe Parliament their Advice. | 
and Aſſitt ance concerning the Preſervation of Tangier ; the. Com- - - pow | 
mons did not neglect to give it its due Conſideration. . They 1680. 
truly repreſent to Him how that important place came to be Addreſs preſents... 
brought into ſuch Exigencics, after ſo vaſt a Treaſure expended © 29Nove.. 
| fs 


s 4 X 'Tewn;- or -the art  coeoncorg 
-* Adwith a Pops wi jſen. |" Theſe: Were Evity Hig 


C4). 
fo make #t uſeful; and that nothing ter cout how ed of 


always 


owitPower to redreſs; and they adviſed him th it ; nor. y 
ref there, but promiſe to'aſliſt tim ig'defence of i it, asſoon as 
ever they could be reaſonably AS 2 that” ad Supply” which 
they gore Hoe pd ſhould*not -be "ufed” ta aupmen 

Srrvoged dytr faries, 'and'to enertaſt our Dat ty 

FLY They AX jrterron one ſeen'Mony employ el altetty 
Carta 6 i end for which it Was. given y Parliart Nt, -anc 
thiey had *tob' great. 'canſe of Fear 1t mightbe {o again; and 
they knew that' RN a Mifimployment” would have len atal 20 
that Time: ie e all, they —_— the incline 
geriwhicht tr with certain Rulti at Ze 
fote © eg t ph ve the Conſideration of. 'E 

to provide fo 6 would be toattlike a'Man that uſed 
ay 'his'Seryantsto mend a Gap in his Hedg when. he- ſaw his 
Houſe ow Fire, "and his Family hke to-be confumed in it. 

We are nexttold; that His Majefty offered th concur in any Rec 
mnellies that. could be propofed:-for the Security of the" Provefting Reli- 
$04 ,-and'we'muſt own that he did indeed make fuch an of: 
but. he was pleaſed t&rgo no farther, For'thoſe Remedies' which 
the” Commons -tendered were rejected, and thoſe which they 
were preparing, were prevented by a Diffolution.* © 

We: have ſeen _ Things" which the King did on his 
part ; Tet'ps now refle& ori thoſe faltances ne Oat ſihglef ont 
as ſo many; anſuitable Returns SB the Commons.) "They are tom- 
plained of 'for preſenting Hddreſſes'in the haturs of Remonſtrances 
rather than A4nſwers.-. Ugler what unhappy Circumſtances do 
we find our ſelves,” when our Repreſentatives can never hehave 
themſelyes. with that Caption, but they. will be miſcinterpreted 
atCoart?" H the Compfions had return'd Arfwer to his Majeſty's 
Melſapgs: vithout ſhewing upon whef Groynds they proceeded, 
theyHadthen been accufed as Men ating peremptorily,ahd with- 
out reaſon ;, if they modeſtly expreſs the Reafons of their Re- 

olutions; they. are then ſaid to Remonſtrate. ' But whar the 

_ Miniiters would, have this word \Remonftrapice” i 1gnity. what 
Crime it is they mean thereby, to Tharge the: Emmons” with, 
33 ynknown to an Z7glib Reader. * Per rhe: they. who fe bet- 
rer Criticks, and more French-men, know-Tome pernicious _ 
which 


- 


pany 


rhe C alſes::ault Reafors-of what" they" doy' it! will Hor mit 
ted as a Fanltin them; fince *tisa way of rw hic 

His Majeſties Miniſters have juſtified by their own Exa ha- 

ving in His Majeſties Name vouchſafed to deelare the Canſes and 

Reaſons of his Aftions to his People. - 

- But the Commons-made Arbitrary Orders for ta f A Perſons 

into.Cuftody, for matters that had no Relation to Privitedges of” Pav« 


liament. TheContrivers of this Declaration,wl6arefoparticui.. 
. rin'other things, would have done well'to' haye _ fome 


inſtances of theſe Orders.  - 

If they intend by theſe General Words;toreflect\ on the 
made 0 take thoſe degenerate Wretches-into Cuſtody, 
liſhed under their Hands their Abhorrence of: Parliament dof 


thoſe who in an humble-and lawful: manner Peritionedfor their 


Sitting, in a'time- of ſuch extream' neceſlity.''' Sgrefy they are 
not in good earneſt, they-cannot believe themfelves,” when they 
ſay, that theſt Matters had no Relation to Pyiviledges of Parliament. 
\þ the Priviledge.of Parliament: be''concern'd-when'atiinjuty i 

eone:toafiy © Member, how mnch 'tnore* is4g touched 
when- Men ſtrike'at Parliaments: themſelves, 'and'erdeavourto 
wound'the very Conſtifution'? If this be ſait with 'Relation* to 
Sheridon, who has finee' troubled the World with {© many ie 
impudent Pamphlets upon that account, "tis plea that /hisCom- 
mitment was only 4h-orderitg'e2 CTiON 4b6ar- the Popih 
Plot, and'his Endeavors” t6:ſtifte it;:(th ugh Big contemPtnons 
Behaviour to the Houſe, deſetvet 4 much  Confinement) 

and *twas Inſolence in-him £6 Arraign their Juſtice, becaufethey 

did not' inſtantly leave -all-their grear Debates to diſpatch che 
buſineſs relating to him.- 

Thompfon of Briſtol, was Guilty of divets great Bredthis- of 
Priviledge-;" but! -yetthis [Contimitment was - - onfiy- tb Order to mn 


Impeachment and''as four ns they had goh&Hlifough with his. 


Examination, they orflered*him-to be {et at Liberty, © 
Security to-anſwer- the Impeachment- which-they had - yot 


againſt him. But-is it a thing ſo ſtrarigeanÞnewto'the Avthors 
of the Declaration; 'thatithe'Houſe of - Commons ſhonld Ofder 


Meri to'be takefiintoOuſtodyifor matters ndt relating tOPHv2- 
ledg ? Have thieynot 'hedrd, that2int the-4"Edw. 6.1 Orc 


> ,, 


was Cotnmitted for CrERGDERs aft Efcape'y that'r® Far. £ 


Sir 


"TR 
whiclit LOGortnc' - If 'theymeatvby a Remonſtrante: ken 
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Sir Francis Mitchel was Comitted for Miſdemeanors, in 'pro- 
Curing-a Patent for the Forfeitures of Recognizances,. together 
with. Fowles Gerrard, and divers others, (none of which were 


io. Members of Parliament) that 20 Jac. Dr- Harri : was taken 
fF 


into-Cuſtody for misbehaving himſelf, in Preaching 3 and that 
3 Car. Burgeſſe was Committed for Faults-in Catechizing, and 
Levet for preſuming to'exerciſe a Patent, which-had been ad- 


- udged a Grievance by a Committee of the Commons in a for- 


mer Parliament. | | 

There would/be no eed of giving Inſtances of thoſe Commit- 
ments, which may be obſerved in almoſt every Parliament, ſo 
that the Houſe of Commons did but tread in the Steps of their 
Predeceſlors, and theſe ſorts of Orders were not new, though 


the Declaration takes the Liberty to call them Arbitrary. The 


Commons had betrayed their Truſt,if they had not aſſerted the 

Right of Petitioning, which had been juſt before ſhaken by-ſuch 

a ſtrange Illegal and Arbitrary Proclamation. h Ga:0470! 
But now we come to the Tranſcendent monſtrous Crimes, 


"which can never be forgiven by the Minifters, the giving them 


their due CharaQter,” which every Man of Underſtanding had 
fix'd npon them long before :' the whole Current of their Coun- 
ſels being a full Proof of the Truth of the Charge. But what 
colour is there for calling theſe Votes illegal ? 1s # illegal for - 
the Commons to impeach perſons, whom they have good rea- 
ſon to judg Enemies tothe King and Kingdom.? 7s jr Hlegal to 
determin by a Vote (which is the only way of finding the 


- Sence of the Houſe) who- are Wicked Counſellors, and deſerve 


[ 


to be impeach'd ?:-Could the Commons have called the Parties 
accuſed to make their Anſwer before themſelves ? Had they not 
a proper time for their Defence when they came to their Tryals? 
and might they not haveclcared their Innocence much better,if 
they durſt bayeput that in Iſſue) by a Tryal; than'a Diſſolution - 
of the Parliament ?- But ſhould wegrant. that theſe Votes were 
Bot.made in Order to an Impeachment, 'yet ſtill there is nothing 
Illegal, nothing extraordinary in them... For the Commons in 
Parliament, have ever uſed two ways indelivering their Country 
from pernicious and powerful Favorites, the ane is in a Parlia- 
mentary Courſe of Juſtice-by Impeaching,them, which is uſed 


-- when-they judg it.needful to make them publick Examples, by 


Capital, or other high Pyniſhments, for the terror of ochers : 
| e 


Thie other is by iminediate Addreſs to' the King to remove 
chem as unfaithful 6r; unprofitable Servants. Their Lives their 
Liberties or Eftares arc never endangered, but when they are 
proceeded againft in the former of theſe ways. Ther legal evi- 
dence of cheir Guilt is neceſſary, then there muſt be a proper , 
time allowed for their defence. Inthe other way the Parliament | 

a&as the Kings great Council, and wheweither Houſe obſerve 
chat Aﬀairs are ill adminiftred, thaec the advice of Partiaments 
is rejeted or fligheed, the Courſe 'of Juſtice perverted, our 
Councels betray*d,Grievances multiplyed,and the Govertiment 
weakly and diſorderly managed, (of all which-our Laws have 
made it impoſlible for the King to be gnilty). They neeeffarily 
muſt, and always have charg'd thoſe who had the Adminſtra- 
tion of Afﬀairs,- and the" Kings'Ear, asithe' Authors of theſe 
miſchiefs, and have from-rime td time applyed'themfelves to 
him by Addreſſes for their Removal froin kis Prefence and 
Councils. There be many: things plain and'evidentbeyond-the 
Teftimony of any: Witneſſes, which yet can never be provediin 
2 legal way. If the King will hearken to none but two or three 
of his Minions, muſt we ner wr norhen Fir =o every" thing that is 
done comes from their Adviee?7 Ani yet; if thiSway'6f repre: 
ſoncingthingsto the King wete nar allowed; they might eaſily 
fruſtrate the” enquiries/ of a Parliament. ' Þ is but to whiſper 
their Counſels, and they are fafe- The Parliament may be bufi- 
ed'in futh great Aﬀairs; as wt notfſuffer them to purfae every 
Offender throughra long Ptotefs ;/ and/beſides there may be 
many reaſons why*- a'maty ſhould be turn'd out of a ſervice, 
which perhaps would not extend to fubjzet him to puniſhment. 
_ The People viters of @ . e highly concern'd' inthe great Ofi- 


cers and' Miniſters of We, who are Servants tothe Kingdom 
as well as to-the King. "And the Repreſentatives of the People, 
the Commons, whole buſineſs ir is to prefenc all Grievances, as 
chey are'moſtlikely to-obſerve ſooneſt the Folly ahd Treache- 
ty of thoſe publick Servants; (the greatett of all: Grievances) fo 
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this Repreſentation ought to: have no: lictle weight with che ae. part. 
Prince. This was underſtood ſo well by FH. 4. a wiſe and brave s #. 4. 
Prince, that when the Commons complain'd againſt four of N*- 5. 


his Servants, and Councellors; defiring they might be: remo- 


ved, he came into Parliament and there' declared openly that } i 


thongl-he'knew- nothing againſt-chem in particular, yet he was 
— allured 


SIS 


- affired that what the Lords and Commans defired of him, wa 


( 18 | 
for the good of himſelf and his Kingdom; and therefore he did 
comply -with them, and baniſh'd thoſe four Perſons from his 
Preſence and Councils, declaring at the ſame: time, that, he 
would do ſo by any others who ſhould be near His Royal Per- 
fon, if they were ſo unhappy to fall under the Hatred and In- 
dignation of his Peaple. - The Records and Hiſtories of the 
Reigns of Edward the firſt, Edw. II. Edw. IIL and indeed of 
all ocher ſucceeding Kings are full of ſuch Addreſſes as-theſe ; 
but no Hiſtory or Record can ſhew that ever they were called 
illegal or Un-Parliamentary till now.. ot, 
Then the Miniſters durit not appeal to the People againſt 
their own Repreſentatives, but ours at preſent have either got 
ſome new Law. in the point, or have attained to a. greater. de- 
gree of Confidence, then any that, went before them. The beſt 
of 'our Princes have with thanks acknowledged the Care and 
Duty of theis. Parliaments, in telling them of the Corruption 
and Folly of their Favourices. Ed. I. Ed... Her. V. and 
2. El. never fail'd to doit, and no Names are remembred with 
greater Honour jn the Engliſh, Angals. Whilſt che diforderly, 
the Troubleſome and Unfortunate Reigns of . H,1II.,f4- lM. 
R. II. and. H. the _ VI. ought-to ſerve'ias - Land-marks--to . 
warn ſucceeding Kings from prefecriog fecree Copncels to 
the Wiſdom of their Parliaments. ty: Lis "IM 
But noneof the Proceedings ofthe Houſe of Commons, have 
been more cenſured at'/Court, and; with leſs Juſtice, than tlhigir 
Vote abour the Anticipation of ſeveral Branches,of the Reve. 
nue. An obje&ion which could proceed from nothing, but a to- 
cal ignorance of the Nature of Publick Freaſure in our awn,and 
all other Nations,which was ever eſt Sacred & Un-aliena- 
ble. All the As of reſumption in the ttmes of H. IV. H. VI. and 
other of our Kings were founded upon this Maxim, otherwiſe - 
there could not be conceived any grofler injuſtice, than to de- 
clare Alienations to be void, which Kings had lawful power to 
make. It was upon this Maxim that the Parliament declar'd the 
Grant to the Pope of the yearly ſum of z000 marks, where- 
with K. Fohn had charg'd the Inheritance of the Crown, to be 
Null. It was for this cauſe that,in the year. 2670. His Majeſty 
rocured, an Akt of Parliament, to enable him- to ſell the 
ee Farm Rents, and it is the,beſt excuſe that can. be maſk 
| | ht 
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for thoſe Miniſters who in the” year 1672. adviſed the poft- 
'ponirig of all payments to 'the Bankers our of the Exchequer, 

that chey judged allſecurities by way of Anticipation of the . 
Revenue, illegal and void in themſelves. - 

Reſumprions have been © frequent in every Kingdom, the 

King of Sweden within theſe few Months, . has, by the Advice ; 

of the States, reſumed all the Lands which His Predeceſfors had/ My 

in many years before granted from the Crown:: No Country 

did ever* believe the Prince, how abloluce ſbever in. other 

things, had power to ſell or give away 'the Revenue of the 
Kingdom, and leave his Succetior a Beggar. All thoſe Att of 

the Roman Emperors, whereby they waſted the Treafure of 5+ 

the Empire, were reſcinded by their Succeffors ; and Taciras * 
obſerves, that the firſt of them that look*c upon the publick 
Treaſure as hisown, was Claudixs the weakeſt and moſt for- 

tiſh of them all. The preſent King of France did within theſe 

twelve years, bythe conſent of his ſeveral Parliaments, reſume 

all the Demeſnes of the Crown which had been Granted away 

by himſelf or his Predeceflors. - Fhat haughty Monarch, as 

much power as he pretends to, not being aſham'd to own that 
he-wanted power to make-ſuch Alienations,and that Kings had 

that happy inability, that they could do noching contrary to Traitte 
the Laws of their Countrey. This notion ſeems founded in the des dro- 
reaſon of mankind.ſfince Barbariſm it ſelf cannot efface it. The —_ la 
Ottoman Emperors diſpoſe Arbitrarily of the Lives and Eſtates gyr corte 
of their Subjeas, but yet they eſteem it the moſt deteſtable jen beu- 
wickedneſs, to employ the Tributes and” Growing: Revennes reuſe im- 
of the Provinces, (which they call the Sacred blood of the Peo- —_ 
ple; ) upon any other than publick occaſions. And our Kings (7 RE 
H. IV. and H. VII, underſtood ſo well the different power they faire con- © * 
had in uting their private Inheritances and thoſe of the Crown, tre les «+» 
that they took care,by Authority of Parliament,to ſeparate the £295 4e 
Dutchy of Lancafter trom the Crown, and to keep the deſcent _ 
of- it diſtin&t.' But our preſent Courtiers are quite of another 2 Rebis 
Opinion, who ſpeak of the' Revenue of the Crown as if Turcicis. 
it were a private Patrimony, and delign'd only for domeſtick 

uſes, and for the Pleaſures of the Prince. 

The Revenues of the Crown of Ergland are in theirown na- 

ture appropriated to Publick Service, & therefore cannot with- & 
out injuſtice be diverted or Anticipated. For ejther the Publick 
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Revenue is ſufficient tonnſwer the neceflary Occaſions of the 
Government, and chen there is no colour for Anticipations, or 
elſe by ſome extraordinary accident the K. is' reduced to wane 
an extraordinary ſupply, and then 'he ought to reſort to his 
Parliamene. Thus wiſely did our Anceſtors provide, that the 
K. and His People ſhould have frequent need of one another, 
and by having frequent opportunities of mutually relieving one 
anothers wants, be ſure ever to preſerve a ductul affg&tion in 
the Subje,and'a fartherly tenderneſs in the Prince. When the 
King had occaſion for the Liberalicy of his People, he would be 
well inclin'd to hear and redreſs their Grievances, and when 
they wanted eaſe from Oppreflions they would nat fail wich 
alacrity to ſupply the occaſions of: the Crown. And therefore ic 
has ever been eſteem'd a crime in Counſelors who perſwaded 
the King to Anticipare his Revenue, and a Crime in thoſe who 
furniſht Money upon ſuch Anticipations in an' Extraordinary 
way, however extraordinary the Occaſion might be. For this 
cauſe it was that the Parliament inthe 35th. of H. 8. did not on- 
ly diſcharge all thoſe debts which the K. had contracted, but 
enacted that thoſe Lenders who had been before paid again by 
the King, ſhould refund all thoſe ſums into the Exchequer, as 
Fudging it a reaſonable puniſhment, to. make them forteit the 
Money they lent, ſince they had gone about to introduce ſo. 
dangerous a Precedent. 

The true way to put the King ont of a poſſibility of ſupporting 
the Government, 1s to let him waſt in one year that Money, 
which ought to bear the charge of: the Government for ſeven. 
This is the dire method to deſtroy the Credit of the-Crown both 
Abroad and at Home. If the King reſolve neyer to pay the 
Money which he Borrows, what Faith will begiven to. Royal 
Promiſes, and the Honour of the:Nation will tuffer in that of 
the Prince, & if it muſt be putupon the People to repay. it, this. 
would be a way to impoſe a neceflity of giving Taxes without 
. end, whetherthey would or no. And therefore (as Mercenary 
as they were) the Penſioners would never diſcharge the Reve- 
nue of the Anticipations to the Bankers. Now the Commons 
having the inconvenience of this before their Eyes in ſo freſh - 
an inſtance, and having their Ears filPd with the daily cries of 
fo many Widows and Orphans; were obliged in duty to give a 
Public Caution tothe People,thatthey ſhould not run agan _ 
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the fame Error. - Not only becauſe chey judged all Securities A 

of that kindabſolarely void, but becauſe they knew no future 

Parliament could without breach of Truſt repay that Money 

which was at firſt borrowed only to prevent the Sitting of a 

Parliament, and which could never be paid without Counte- 

nancing a Method fodeftrucive to our Conſtitution. Norhave 

Conant Perkaring been leſs Areful and nice in giving the leaſt 

allowance to any unafual ways of taking up: Money, without 

common Conſent, having fo very often declar'd, #hat the King 

cannot ſupply his moſt preſſing Neceſſities , either by Loans, or 

by the Benevolence of bs Subbels » which by the expreſs words 1 R. 3. 
the Statute , are damned and annulled for ever. But the © 2- 

Houſe of Commons were ſo cautious of giving any juſt oc- 

caſion of Cavil, that they reſtrain'd their Votes mich more 

than they needed to have done: For they extended them only 

to three Branches of the Revenue, all which were by. ſeveral 

Acts of Parliament given to his preſent Myjeſty.. *And furely | 

every one will agree, that when che King receives a Gift from 7!” 

his People, - he takes it under ſuch Conditions, andought to im- 

ploy it-in ſuch a manner, and for ſuch purpoſes-as they direct. 

We muſt. therefore conſult the ſeveral Ats by which thoſe 

Branches were ſetled ; if we would judge rightly whether the 

Commons had not particular Reaſons for what they did. The 

Statute 12 Car. 2. c. 4. ſays, That the Commons repoſmg Truſt 12 Car. 2; 

in bs Majeſty. for mn the Seas againſt all Perſons intend- © 4:4: co | 

ing the Diſturbance of Trade , and the troading of the Realm, to _ rh, 

that intent do give him the __ and Poundage, &c. This is as © 7" "A 

dire& an Appropriation as Words can make, and therefore 

as it is maniteſt wrong to the Subject, to divert any part of this 

Branch to other uſes ; fo for the King to anticipateir, is plain- 

ly to diſable himſelf-ro perform the Truſt repoſed in Him. And 

the late long Parliament thought this matter ſo clear, that 

about two years before their Diſlolution, they paſſed a Vote 

with Relacion- to the Cuſtoms, in almoſt the fame Words. 12 £7 2- 

The Parliament which gave -the Exciſe were fo far from © #3 ®* 

thinking that the King had power to charge or diſpoſe of ic 

as his own, that by afpecial Clauſe in the AR, whereby they 

give it, they were careful to impower him to diſpoſeof it, or any part , / 

of it by way of Farm, and to Enact that ſuch Contratts ſhall be effe-. © 

&ual in Law, ſo as they be not' for a longer time than three years, - 4 
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| AR, whereby the Hearth-money was given, declares that'it 
33 & 14 yas done to the end, that the publick Revenue might be proportioned 
to the publick Charge ; and *tis impoſtible that ſhould-ever- be, 
whilſt it is liable to be pre-ingaged and anticipated. And the 
Parliament were fo careful to preſerve :this Tax always clear 
and uncharg'd, that they made it penal for any.one ſo much as 
zo accept of any Penſion or Grant Yer years, or any other Eſtate, or 
any Samm of Money out of the Revenue” arifng by wertue-of that 
AFR, frem the King, bis Heirs or Succeſſors. Surely if -the Pen- 
ners of this Declaration had not been altogether ignorant of 
ourown Laws,and of thePolicy of all other Countries and Ages, 
they would never have printed thoſe Vates, in hopes thereby 
to have expoſed the Commons to the World. They would 
not have had the face to ſay, that thereby the King was expoſed 
z0 Danger, deprived of a poſſibility of ſupporting the Government, 
and reduc*'d to a more helpleſs Condition than the meaneſt of His wm I 
Subjes. This we are ſure of, that the inviolable obſerving 
of theſe Statutes, will be ſo far from reducing ' His Majeſty 
to a more helpleſs Condition than the meaneſt of his Subjects, | 
that it will ſtill leave him in a better condition than the:richeſt j- 
and greateſt of his Anceſtors, none of which were ever Ma- 
ſters of ſuch a Reyenue. | 

The H. of Commons are in the next place accuſed of a very 
high Crime, the aſſuming to themſelves a power of ſuſpending 
Ads of Parliament, becauſe they. declared that it was their opt- 
nion, That the Proſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal 
Laws, # at this time grievon to the Subjeft, a weakning of the & Ha 
Proteſtant Intereſt, an Incouragement to Popery, and dangerows to 
the Peace of the Kingdom. The Miniſters remembred that 
not many years ago, the 'whole Nation was juſtly alarm'd 
upon the aſſuming an Arbitrary Power of ſuſpending Pe- 
nal Laws, and therefore they thought ie would be very popu-. 
lar to accuſe the Commons of ſuch an attempt. But how they 
could poflible miſinterpret a Vote at that rate, how they could 
{ay the Commons pretended to a Power of repealing Laws, 
when they only declare their Opinion of the inconveniency of x 
them, will never be underſtood till the Authors of this are plea- 
ſed to ſhew their Cauſes and Reaſons for it in a ſecond Declaration. 
R Every impartial man will own, that the Commons had reaſon 
Rai | for this Opinion of theirs. They had with great —__— 
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ſerved that the prefent deſign of the Papiſts was not againſt any* 
one ſort of Proteſtants, but univerſal, -and for extirpating-the 
Reform'd Religion. They ſaw what -advantagestheſz Enemies. 
made of our Divifions,and how cunningly they diverted us from 
proſecuting them, by fomenting our jealouſies of one another. * 
They ſaw the ſtrength and nearmneſs of the King of France, and 
judged of his Inclinations by his uſage of his own Proteſtant 
SaubjeRs. They confider'd the number,and the bloody Principles 
of the Fiſh,and-what Confpiracies were form'd there,and even: 
ripe for Executien; and that Scotland was already delivered in- 
to the hands of a Prince,the known head of the Papitſts in ghefe 
Kingdoms, and the occaſjon of all their Plots and Infolencies, 
as more than .one Parliament had declared.” "They could not 
but take notice into- what hands the moſt conſiderable Truſts 
both Civil and Military were pur, and that notwithſtanding all 
Addreſſes, and all Proclamations for a ſtrict Execution of the 
Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, yet their Faction ſo far prevailed, 
that they were eluded, and only the diſſenting Proteſtants 
{marted under the edge of them. In the midſt of ſuch Circum- 
ſtances. was therenot cauſe to think an Unionof all Proteſtants 
neceſſary, and could they have any juſt ground to believe that 
the Difſenters, whilſt they lay under che Preſſures of ſevere. 
Laws, ſhould with ſuch Alacrity and Courage as was requiſite, 
undertake the defence of a Country where they were ſoill treat- 
ed? A long and ſad Experience had ſhew'd how vain the 
Endeavours of former Parliaments had been to force us to be 
all of one Opinion, and therefore the Houſe of Commons re- 
folv'd-to take a ſure way to make us of one Aﬀecttion. "They 
knew that ſome buſie men would be ſtriking whilſt there were 
Weapons at hand; and therefore to make us live art peace, they 
meant to take away all occaſions of provoking, or being pro- 
voked. In order to a general Repeal of theſe Laws, they firſt 
'came to a Vote declaring the neceflity of it,to which there was 
not one Negative in the Houſe : A Vore of this nature does for 
che molt parc precede the bringing in of a Bill for the Repeal 
of any General Law. And it had been a great preſumption ina 
particular Member to have asked leave to have brought in a. 
Bill for repealing ſo wany Laws together, till the Houſe had 
firſt declar'd, that in their opinion they were grievous and incon- 
wenient. No Evglih man could beſo ignorant ot our Laws, __ 
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but a French-may could have confidence to declaim againſt a 
proceeding ſo regular and Parliamentary as this. Where was the 
diſregard to the Laws Eſtabliſhed, for the Commons to- attempt 
the Srogatiag of a Law that is grievoxs to the Subje#, and dan- 


 gerows | to the Peace of the Kingdom ? Is it # ſuſpending As of Par- 


ament, if they declare a Law to be grievous and dan 
in their Opinion, before they ſet about the Repeal oft ? Knd is 
there any ground to doubt but that” a Bill woald have paſsd 
that Houſe, purſuant tothis Vote, had it not been/prevented-by 
a Diflolution ? Nor was there the leaft dire&ion or fignificacion 
to the Fudges, which might give any occafion for the Reflection 
which follows in the Declaration. The due and impartial Exe- 
cution of the Laws, is the unqueſtionable Duty of the Judges, 
and we hope they will always remember that duty ſo well, as nor 
to neceflitate a H. of Commons to do theirs, by calling them 
to account for making private Inſtructions the Rule of their 
Judgments, and acting as men who have more regard to their 
Places than their Oaths. *Tis too well known who it is that fol- 
licites and manages in- favour of Judges,when a H, of Commons” 
does demand Juſtice againſt them, for breaking their Oaths. 
And therefore the Publiſhers of - chis Declaration had faid 
ſomething well, if when they tell us the Judges onght not to 
break their Oaths in Reverence to the Votes of either H: they 
had been pleaſed to add, not in reſpe& of any Command from 
the K. or Favorites. Then we ſhould have no mareLetters from 
Secretaries of State to Judges fitting-apon the Bench. Then we 
ſhould have no more Proclamations like that of the rqth OF. 
1662. forbidding the Execution of the Laws concerning High- 
ways. Nor that of the rtoth of May, 1672. diſpenſing with 
divers Clauſes in the Acts of Parliament for increaſe of Ship- 
ping. Nor any more Declarations like that of the 15. of March, 
1672. ſuſpending the Penal Laws in matters Eccleſiaftical. 

Bur the Judges are iworn to execute all Laws, yet there' is 
noobligatien upon any man to inform againſt another. ' And 
therefore though the Miniſters prevented the Repeal of. thoſe 
Laws, *tis to be hop'd that this Vote will reſtcain every Engliſh 
man from proſecuting Proteſtants, when ſo wiſe and great a 
body have declared the pernicious effects of ſuch a Proſecution, 
'Tis mok true, that in Ermgland no Law is abrogated by deſue- 
tude, but it is noleſs true, that there aremany Laws ſtill =_ 
pea 
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poaldd which arp norenExacutod, nor-gan ho withojtþ 
detriment. ''The Judges know-of many fach dormant EaM 
and yerchey do not quicken the People to put rheni'itf Fxecu- 


fuch are the Laws for wearing Caps, for keeping Lene, chaf> 
bo ; "Ind 


anncerning Bowes and Arrows, about killing -Calves, 

Lambs, :and-many.others.. And thoſe who vex menthy Infor- 
mation on ſuch antiquated Laws;have been ever Jookt upon as 
Infamous, and Diſturbers of che-publick quiet, 'Hence it is' that 
there are no. Names remembred' with greater deteſtation chan 
thoſe of Empſon and Dudley, the whole Kingdom abhorr'd them 
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as'Monfters in the time of #. VII and they were puniſh'd as 


Traitors in-the-Reign of hisSon. | | 
. . Thealteracion of che circumſtances whereupon/'a Law was 
made, or if'ic be againſt the.genius-of the. People, or have 
effects contrary'to the'inrtent of the Makers, will fyon canſt arr 
Law to be diſuſed, and after 3 little diſuſe, the reviving of 3 
will be thought:Oppreſſron. Eſpecially-if experience has ſhewn, 
that by the non-execation, the quiet, the ſafety, and Tradepf 
the Nation have. been' promoted; of all which the Commons, 
whioare ſent from. every part of the Kingdom;argable to make 
the cleareſt Jacgriewe : Therefore after they haye declared 
their Opinions of the Inconvenience of teviving the Execution 
of theſe Laws, which have lain aſleep for divers:yeats, tho? the 
Judges: muſt proceed, if any forward Informers ſhqulid give 
them the trotble, yet they would not a& wiſely or honeſtly if 
chey. ſhauld-Encourage Informers,- or quicken Juries, by ſtrict 
.and ſevers:charges. Eſpecially if itbe confidered,that the Lords 
alſo were preparing Bills in' favor of Diſſenters, and that the 
King: has wiſh'd often it wasin his power tocaſe them. So'that 
tho' there be no Ac of Repeal formerly paſſed, we haye the 
confanc and defire of all who have any ſhare in making Afts. 
But let this Vote have what conſequence-it will, yet ſure the 
Miniſters had. forgot: that the Black Rod was at the door of the 
Houſe, to require them to attend His Majeſty at the very tjms 
whenit was made,-otherwiſe they. would nor have numbred it 
amongſt the cauſes which occafioned the King to part with that 
Parliament. And thole that knew His Majeſty was putting on 
kis Rabes before-that Vote paſſed, mighe imagine a Diffolutt- 
on thus foreſeen, might occaſion it, but'cannot be brought to 
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believe, . that the Vote which was not in-being; could occaſion 
the Diſſolution. Theſe are the proceedings which the Miniſters 


judg anwarramtable in the Parliament at Weſtminſter, and for 


which they prevailed. with His Majeſty - to part with-36. . But 
fince it is evident upon Examination, that the principlesof our 
Conſtitution, the method of Parliaments, and the precedents of 
every Ape, were their Guide and Warrant iin all-thoſe things; 
ſurely the K. muſt needs be alike offended with the Men about 
him, for perſwading him to Diflolve that Parkament without 
any cauſe ; and for ſetting forth in his Name a Declaration .of 
ſuch pretended cauſe as every man almoſt ſees CIS con- 
rived only to cover thoſe Reaſons which they durſt not own. 
But with what face can they obje& to the Houſe of Commons 
their ffrange Negal Votes declaring divers Eminent Perſons to be 
Enemies to.the King and Kingdom, when at the ſame' time they 
arrogate to themſelves an unheard of Authority to. Arraign one 
of the three Eſtates in the face of the World, for «ſurping power 
over the Laws, Impriſoning their fellow Subjefts Arbitrarily, ex- 
poſing the Kingdom to the preateſt dangers, and endeavouring to 
deprive the King 'of all poſſibility of ſupporting. the Government, 
and all this without any order or proceſs of Law, without hear- 
ing of their defence, and as much without any reaſon, as Pre- 
cedent. We have had Miniſters heretofore fo bold, (yer ever 
with ill ſucceſs) as to accuſe a pretended Factious party in the 
Houſe, but never did any go ſohigh as openly to Repreſent the 
whole H. of Commons as a Faction, much leſs, to cauſe them 
to be denounced in all the Churches of the Kingdom, that ſo 
the People might look upon ic as a kind of Excommunication. 
But if they erred in the things they judged rightly in the choice 
of the Perſons who were to publiſh it. Blind Obedience was re- 
quiſite, where ſuch unjuſtifiable things were impoſed, and that 
could be no where fo entire, as amongſt thoſe Clergymmen- 
whoſe preferment depended upon it. Therefore it was order- 
ed that this Declaration ſhould be read-by them, being pretty 
well affured that they would not unwillingly read in the Desk, 
a Paper ſo ſuitable to the Dotrin w<* ſome of them had often 
declared in the Pulpit. It did not become them to enquire whe- 
ther they had ſufficient Authority for what they did; ſince the 
Printercalled it the K's. Declaration,8 whether they might not 
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what His Majeſty ſingly ordered when he fats in Council, 'and 
A Beth wabaur the Rank of the greatSeal;. gave them 'a 
Sfficientwarrans ts read it Micky! nas on; tek; 


ſhou thought to diſpute the commands of their Superiors: 
It hath been obſerved, that they who allow untothemſelves the 


liberty of doubting, advance their fortunes very flowly, whilſt 


ſach' who obey without feruple, go on with a-ſacceſs equa ro 
their ambition. And this carriestltiem on without fear or ſhame; 
and as little thought'of a Parliament, as the Court Favourins 
who took care to Diſſolve that at Oxford, before they durſt tell 
us the faults of that at Weſtminſter. | 
We have already anſwer'd the miſcarriages objected to the 
firſt, and may now take a view of thoſe imputed to the other; 
which they ſay was Aſſembled as ſoon us that was Diſſolved, 'and 
might have added Diſſolved as ſoon as Aſſembled. The Miniſters 
having imploy'd the People forty days in chufing Knights and 
Burgeſles, to be ſent home in eight, with'a Declaration after 
them, as if they had been called together only-to be affronted. 
The Declaration doth not tell-us of any gracious expreffions 
uſed at the opening of that Parliament, perhaps becauſe the 
ſtore was exhauſted by the abundance which His Majeſty was 
pleaſed to beſtow on them in his former Speeches. But we 
ought to believe that His Majeſties Heart was as full of them 
as ever, and if he did not expreſs them, it'is to be imputed unto 
the Miniſters, who diverted him from his own inclinations, and 
bronght him to uſe a language until that day unknown unto 
Parliaments: The Gracious Speech then made,and the Gracious 
Declaration that followed,are ſo much of a piece, that we may 
juſtly conclude theſame Perſons to have been Authors of both: 
However His Majeſty failed not- to give good advice unto 
them, who were called together coadviſe him: The Parliament 
had ſo mich reſpect for their'K. as not particularly 'to/ complain 
of the great invaſion; that was made-upon their liberty of 'pro- 
poſing and debating Laws,by his telling chem before hand what 
things they ſhould meddle with, and what things, no reaſons 
they could offer,” ſhovld perſwade him to conſent unto. 
© - But every man muſt. be moved to hear ie charged*npon them 
as anunpardonable diſdbelience,that they did-not-obfequiouſly 
ſubmit to that CIIIOES of-not touthing on-the:Bu- 
"FS fine 
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fine£'of cthe-Succeſfion; Shall two or three: unknown: Minions 
take upon them, like the Lords of the. Articles of, Scorland, to 
preſcribe unto an Engliſh Parliament what things they hall 
tredt of ? Do they intend to. have Parliaments znter znfiru- 
wenta ſervitutis, as the Romans had Kings in our, Country ? 
This would quickly be, if what was then attempted had fucceed- 
ed, and ſhould be fo purſued hereafter, that, Parliaments 
ſhould be dire&ed what they were to meddle with, and threar- 
ned if they do any other thing. For the loſs of Freedom. of de- 

ate in Parliament, will ſoon and certainly. be followed by a ge- 
neral loſs of Liberty. Without failing in the reſpect whichall 
good Subjeas owe unto the King, ir may be ſaid, chat His Ma- 
jeſty ovght to diveſt himſelf of all private inclinations,and fqrce 
his own Aﬀe&Rionsto yield unto the publick concernments:And 
therefore-His Parliaments ought to jntorm him imparcnally, of 
that which tends tothe good of thoſe they repreſent, wichour 
regard of perſonal paſſions, and might worthily. be blany'd, .if 
tzey did not believe, that he would foigo them all for the ſafery 
of his people. Therefore if in it felf ic was lawful to propoſe a 
Bill for excluding the Duke of 7k from the Crown, the doing 
ic after ſuch af unwarrantable fignification of his pleaſiire 
would not make ic otherwiſe. And the unuſual Riffpck which 
the King hath ſhown upon this occaſion, begins to be ſuſpected 
not to proceed from any fondneſs rothe Perton of his Brother, 
much leſs from any thonght of danger. to the Engliſh Monarchy 
by ſuch a.Law, but from the,influence of ſome tew ill men up- 
on his Royal Mind, who being Creaturesto the Duke, or Pen- 
fioners to France, are reſtleſs to prevent a good: underſtanding 
between theKing and his people ; juſtly fearing,that if ever he 
comes to have a'rrue ſence of their affections to hiny, he would 
deliver up to Juſtice theſe wicked wrerches,. who have infected 
him with the faral notion; That-che-intereſts, of his pegple aje 
not only, diſtinct; bot oppotite.ta his.;/- ns 7 7 
His Majeſty. does not {eem to doubt of his power in conjun- 
Aion with his Parliament, to .cxclude his B:other. He very 
well know's this power hath-becn ofcen exerted mm the t3me of 
his Predecefſors, But the.reaſon given for his refuſal tu carmply 
with the intereſts and defjres of his-Subjeds, is; bee ot it. was 
a point. which' conterned \hins| {6., near in Howar ,  Furtice; ahe 
Con/aience. Is it not honourable for a-Prince,. to be, T rog-pn 
| aith- 
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the. Power which the Law doth give him, , isxenabled: to-per- 
form the part it allows. unto him and che People are duly pro- 
tected in their Rights and Liberties. For this reaſon our An- 
ceſtors have been always more careful to preſerve the Govern- 
ment inviolable, than: to favour ary perſonal. Pretences, and 
have therein conformed themſelves to the practice of all other: 


Nations, whoſe examples deſerve to be: followed. Nay, we' 


know of none ſo flaviſhly addicted unto any Perſon or acts 
as for any reaſon whatſoever, to admit of a Prince who openly 
profeſſed a Religion contrary to: that which was: eftaþliſhed 


' amongſt them. Ic, were eafie to alledge multitude of Examples 


of thoſe who have rejected Princes for reaſons of far leſs weight 
than difference in-Religion, as Robert of Normandy, Charles of 
Lorrain, Alphonſo a Deſperadado of Spain ; but- thole of a latter 
date, againſt whom there was no ether exception than for their 
Religion, furerh better with our occafion. Among whony it is 
needleſs to name Henry of Bourbon, who though - accompliſhed 
in-all the vertues required in a Prince, was by the general Af- 
ſembly of the Eſtate at Blox declared uncapable of Succeſlion 
to the Crown of France, for being a Proteſtant. And notwith- 
ſtanding his Valour, Induſtry, Reputation ami Power, increaſed 
by gaining four great Battcls, yet he could never be admitted 
King, till he had renounced the Religion that was his obſtacle. 


And .Sigiſmupg, Son of Fohr A Seen. Ning of that Country by 
Inheritance, and of Poland by Election, was deprived of his He- 


reditary Crown, and his Children diſinherited only for being # 


Papiſt, and ating conformably to the Principles of thatReligi+ 
On, though in all other reſpects he deſerved to be a King, and 
was moſt acceptable unto the Nation. | 


* , But if ever this Maxim deſerved to .be conſidered, ſurely it 


was in the caſe of the Duke of Tork., The: violence of his na: 
tural temper. is ſufficiently known: His vehemency in exalting 
the Prerogative (in his Brothers time ): bode due bounds, 


- /_ and the Principles of his Religion, which carry him toall imagi- 


nable exceſſes of cruelty, have convinced all mankind that he 
muſt be excluded, . or the Name of King being left unto him, 
the power put into the hands of.another. The Parliamenc ther: 


fore conſidering this, , and obſerving che. Precedents of former . 


Ages, did wiſely chuſe rather to, exclude, him, than leave. 
him the Name, and place the Power. in a Regem. 'For. they, 
2 cou 


| (3t)., 
conld not but look upon it as Folly, to expe that one of his 
teniper, bred up'in ſuch Principlesin Politicks, as made himin' 
love with' Arbitrary Power, and bigotted in that Religion; 
which always propagates it ſeSby Blood, would patiently-bear 
theſe-ſhackles, which would be very diſguſtful unco a Prince of 
the moſt meek diſpoſition. And would he not thereby have been 
#*-" to; the utmoſt Fury and Revenge againſt thoſe 'who 


id them upon/him ? This would certainly have bred'a Con* 
. and theſe limitations of Power propoſed to keep'up-the 
Government, muſt unavoidably have deftroyed ic, or'the Nati- 
on (which neceflity would have'forced into a War in its own 
natural defence ) muſt ' have periſhed-either by- it; or with it. 
The Succeſs of fach Controverſies are in the hand of God; bur 
they-are undertaken upon'too unequal terms; when the People 
E Bn by Vieory can'gain'no more, than what without:hazard may . 
be done by Law, atid would be ruind ifit ſhould fall out other- 7 
wiſe. The Duke with Papiſts might then'make fiich- a-Peace, 
asthe Romans are faid to have made once in-our defolated Coun- 
ery, by the ſlaughter of all che Inhabitants able to make War, 
& #b;ſolitndinent faciunt, pacem appellant. 'Fhisis-the happy ſtare Tacite 
"they preſent iints us, who: condemn the Parliament for bring- 
Ing in a Bill of Excluſion. This'is the way to have ſich 
Peace as the Spaniards, for the propagation of the Goſpel, made 
in the Yeſt-Indies, at the inſtigation of the Jeſuits, who go- 
vern'd their Councils. And-feing they have the Duke no 
lefs under their//power and diretions, we ray fc believe 
they would -put hinvuport the fare Methods.: :But- as'it is nor 
tobe imagined, that any Nation that hath verttie; courage and. 
{trength equal unto the Englifh, will fo :tamely be 5 their” / 
ruine; ſo the paſling a Bill to exeludehim; may avoid, but can-- 
not (as the Declaration phraſeth ic)-eſtabliſh a War. Batif there 
muſt .bea War,fletit be under the Authority-of Law, Kt it be 
againſt a'baniſhel; excladed:Pretender. There is no feat of the 
conſequence-of fach'a War : No true Engliſhman can join with ; _ 
him, or countenance his Uſurpation after this A&;' and for his 
Popith and foreign Adherents, they will neicher be more 'pro- H 
'vok'd, nor morepowerful by: the paſſing 'of it. Nor will his 
'Exclufion:make-it at'/all. veceſſary to manta” a anding © Forte 
for, preſerving the. Government ;/ ani the Peate of the Kingdom. 
- The whole Peopte willbe anArmy for thatpurpoſe; and - r 
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Heart and Hand,will be pr 
| defired Law: A Tg 
have been fo earneſt, w 
oftheir own Judgments, bur bygthe direction of thoſe that fe 
Ic was the univerſal opinion' ef: che Papiſts, ' that Mory 
- Queen of Scots was excluded only by ah Ad of Parliament, 
© and yet we ſce Queen Elizabeth reigned glorioufly and pea 

_ ably; forty. years without any ftandipg<force. - But aur: 
niſters.do bur difſemble with us, when they pretend to be 
much afr aid of 2 ſtanding Ar MmyY. We know how. eagerly they 
- have deſired, and how often they attempted to eſtabliſh one, 
- +>» We haye ſeen two Armies raiſed with no other deſign, ' as has 
been ſince undeniably proved ; and one of thoſe:they were ſp 
loch to part - with,: that more than one Ad of Patliament was 
neceſlary-toget it-disbanded. And fince that; they-have indrea- 
ſed the Guards to ſuch a' degree, that they are become a for: 
midable ſtanding Force. - A thing ſo odious to a free People, 
" that the raiſing -of one {ingle Regiment in' Spgin,: within theſe 
ſix years, under colour of being a Guard-fer the King's Perſon, 
lo inflam'd'the Nation, thata Rehel 
not beendisbanded. ſpeedily. The 
Kingdom looking upon -themſelves- as their Kings natural 
Guard, ſ{corned-that fo honourable a 
Mercenaries. | 
But as His Majeſty was perſwad 
pedient propoſed, <6 ſecure our. Peace by excluding the Duke, 
10 it is evident, that nothing was-ntended by thoſe other ways 
which were darkly. ang dubioufly ihtimated: ic His- Majeſties 
Sper unto the Parliament at O 
Claration ; and His Majeſty in his 
chat they ſignified nothing. And thofe who ſpake more plainly, 
in propoling a Regency. as an/Expediene,did ih. publick-and pri- 
> dec they beljeved the. Duke wauld:riot conſent unto 
K, norunto any unuſual reſtrj&tion. of the: Royal Pawer. So 
that they could have no other defign therein, than a plauſible 
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ſaves; Coſiifs, and Pop Lawyers would reject t, us well /ap 
toy ting ld rrngh proteſt aling undertis pow- 
" Sar who-conld abfvive King Fobn, Horry the 
third and from the Oaths they 'had taken, ro preſerve 
the Rights and Liderries of their Subjefs, mighc with the ſame 
facility diffolve any that the Duke would rake, And: as our 
Hiſtories teſtifie what bloody Wars were thereby brought up- 
on the Nation, we have reaſon eo believe, thatifthe like ſhould 
again happen, it would be more fatal unto us, when Religion 
is concerned, which was riot thenin queſtion. Would not his 
Confeſſor foon convince him, that all Laws made in favour of 
Hereſie are void ? And would he not be liable ro the heavieſt 
Curſes, if he ſuffered hiv Power to be nſed againit his Religion ? 
The little regard he hath ro Laws whilft a Sabje, is enough to 
inftruct ns what reſpet' he wotild bear to them if he ſhould be 
King. Shall we therefore ſiffer the Royal Digniry to deſcend, 
on bir, who hath made uſe of aſl the Power he has been en- 
truſted wirh hitherto, for'our deftraftion? And who ſhall exe- 
oute this great Truſt ? - The nexr Heir thay be ati Infant, orone 
willing to ſurrender it intobiv hands. Bor ſhouldir be otherwiſe, 
yet ſtill there is no hope of having arty fruit of this Expedient 
withorta War, andto be obliged to fivear Aﬀegiance toa Popiſh 
Prince, to own his Title, toacknowledge him Supreme Head of 


the Church, and Defender ofthe Faith, ſeems a very ſtrange way 
of entitling oar ſelves to fight againſt him. TE 
The two Reaſbris which the 'Declararion pretends to give a- 
gainſt the Excluſion, are certainly of more force againſt che Ex- 
pedient. A fending Force would have been abſfolucely neceſſa- 
ry, to have plac'd and kept the Adminiftration in Proteſtant 
hands; and the' Monarthy it ſelf had been deftroy'd by a Law, 
which was to have taken all ſores of Power from the King, and 
made him hocfo much as a Duke of Venice. 'How abſurdly and" 
incoherently do-theſe men difcourſe! Sometimes the Govern- 
ment is {6 Divine athing, thar no human Law canleſſen or take 
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y his Right, who only pretends in Saccefſion, and is at pre- 
ſence bat a Subjee FO bd es times they tefl us of AQts of , 
Per limient to baniſhbim ot of his owh Dominions, co deprive 


thinedf aff Power, of bis whole Kingfhip after he ſhall bein poſ- 
ſeſſion 6f the Throne. The'chear of rhis Expedient appear'd fo 
' roſs in the. Houſe of Commons, =_ one of the Dukes _ 

| fefled 


tþ 


the_i!l-grounded. ſurmi 
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_ feſed:Vaſſals; who had a little more/Honour-thart the reſt, was 


aſham'd ofit, and:openly renounced-the Projett which they had- 


| been forming ſo long, and thought they: had ſoggrificially diſ- 
' guiſed. But though ic was fo wellexpoſed)in the Houſe, yet the- - 
 Niniſters thought the men without doors might be ſti{ldeceived, 


and therefore they do not bluſh to value-themſelves.again upon 
it in their Declaration, | | 

As for the Inſinuation which follows, That: there was reaſon 
to believe that tbe Parliament would have paſſed further to attempt 
other great and important Changes at peojere : [f it be meant any 
Change of the Conſtitution of the Government, *tis a malicious 
ſuggeſtion of thoſe men, who are eyer inſtilling into His Ma-. 


Jeity's mind ill thoughts of his Parliament, -fince-no: Vote nor 


Propofition in either Houſe could give any.ground for ſuch ſuſ- 
picion, and therefore in this matter the people may juſtly accuſe 
the Courr, (who ſo often cry outagainſt them for it) of being. 


.moved by cauſeleſs Fears and Jealouſies. And for His Majeſty 


to be perſwaded. to arraignthe:whole Body of his People, upon 
is, or.malicipps and falſe ſuggeſtions of 
evil and corrupt men-about.him,. doth. neither well become the 


Taſtice ofa Prince, nor-is.agreeable to the meaſures of Wiſdom, . 


which he ſhould Govern Hitnſelf, as well as Rule his' People by. 
And if an ajtendance.to the flandraus Accuſarions-of: perſons, . 
who hate Parliaments, becauſe.their Crimes are ſuch-thar they 
have reaſon'to fear them, govern and .{\way: his Royal -Mind, 
there can never. want grounds for the Diſſolution-of any Parlia- 
ments. But if they. mean by attempting great and important 
Changes, that they. would, have. beſought-his. Majeſty that the 
Duke might no longer have the Government in his hands, that 
tis Dependents ſhould no longer preſide. i his .Councils, no 
longer poſſeſs all the. great Traits and, Offices, in the-Kingdom; 
rhat- our. Ports, our. Garriſons, and our Fleets, ſhoald be no 
longer governed by ſuch as are.at his Devotion,.thatCharacters 
of Honour and Favour ſhould be no longer plac'd on menthac 
the Wiſdom of the Nation: hath jydged to be, Favourers of .Pq- 
pery, or. Penſioriers of Eravce.. -Thele, were indeed grear and 
important Changes, but. ſuch as it. becomes; Emgh(p; men; tobe- 
lieve were Aerie by, that Parliament;. ſuck. apavill -bede- 
ſigned and preſt for by every Parliament, and ſuch as the people. 
will ever pray may at laſt find ſucceſs with the King, Ru 
F nee. 
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theſe Charges, the Bill of Excluſion would only provoke, not 
diſarm our Enemies, nay the very Money which we muſt have 
paid for it, would have beenmade uſe of toſecure and haſten the 
Pukes return upon us. £ | 

We are now come to the Conſideration of that only faulc 
Which was peculiar to the Parliament at Oxford, and that was 
their behaviour in Relation to the buſineſs of Firz-Harris. The 
Declaration ſays, be was impeached of High-Treaſon by the Cors- 
90s, and they had cauſe to think his Treaſons tobe of ſuch an 
-extraordinary Nature, that they well deſerved an Examination 
in Parliament. For Fitz- Harris, a:known Triſh Papiſt, appear'd 
by the Informations given in the Houfe, to be made uſe of by 
ſome very great Perſons to ſet up a counterfeit Proteſtant Con - 
ſpiracy, and thereby not only to drown. the noiſe'of the Popiſh, 
Plot, but to take off the Heads of the moſt eminent of thoſe, 
who ſtill refuſed to bow their Knees to Baal. There had. been 
divers ſuch honeſt Contrivances before , which bad unluckily 
fail'd, but the principal Contrivers avoided the Diſcovery, -as the 
others did the Pumiſhment ;-in what manner, and by what helps, 

the whole Nation is now pretty ſenſible.” Being warned by. this ex- 
perience,they grew more Cautious thanever,, and therefore that 
the Treaſon which they were to fer on Foot, might look as un- 

- like a Popiſh defign'as was poſlible, they fram'd. a Libel full of 
the moſt. birter Invidtives againſt Popery and the Duke of York. 
Ic carried:as much ſeeming zeal for:the Proteſtant, Religion, as 
Coleman's Declaration, 'and as much care and ia, our 
Laws, as the Penners of this Declaration would: ſeem to have: 
But it was alſo fiſled with the moſt ſubtil-Infinuatians, and the 
ſharpeſt Expreſſions againſt'His Majeſty that could be invented; 4 
and with dire and paſſionate Ingitements to: Rebellion. This 
Paperiwas to: be conveyed by unknown, Meſſengers, to their 
hands who, were to be: hetray'd, and then they-were to be ſeiz- 

- ed ypon;;.anditho{ Libels found about:tham,..were to bea Con- 
firmation of the Truth of a Rebellion, whicti they had provided 
Wirtnefles/ to :Swear:was deſigned by the. Proteſtants, and had 
before prepared- Men £0 believe. by. privats Whiſpers. . And. the 

creditof chis Plor ſhould.no dgphs have been. ſoon.canfirmed, by 

tpecdy:Juſtice done:ypan.the pregended Criminals.” Bur-as ag 

laid as this'Coriceivance Rem to beg. yet i ſpoke it ſelf. to be of a 

Popiſh ExtraQion:. *Tis a pyouey the: Jeſuics have often uſed , 
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to divert a ftorm which was falling upon themſelves. Accordingly 


' heretofore they had prepared borh Papers and Wienelles, to have - 


made the Puritans guilty of the Gunpowder Treaſon, had ic ſuc- 
ceeded as they hoped for. , Ky 

The hainous Nature of the Crime, arid the greatneſs of the 
Perſons ſnappoſed to be concern'd , deſerved an extraordinary 
Examination, 'with a Jury, who were only to enquire whether 
Fitz-Harris was guilty of framing that Libel, he could neyer 
make; and the Commons believed none but the Parliament was 
big enough to go through with. They took notice that the 
Zeal and Courage of inferior Courts was abated, and that the. 
Judges at the Tryal of Wakeman and Gaſcojgn (however it came 
to paſs) behaved themſelves very unlike the. fame Men they 
were,when others of the Plotters bad been Tryed,; They had not 
forgot another Plot of this Nature diſcovered by Dangerfeld, 
which tho plainly proved to the: Council, yer was quite ſtifled 
by the great Diligence of the Kings Bench, which rendred bim 
as.an incompetent Witneſs. Nor did they only fear the per- 
epſion of Juſtice, bat rhe Miſapplication of *Mercy too. For 
they had feen that the Mouths of Gadbary and others, as ſoon 
as.they began to: confeſs, were ſaddenly ftopt by a gracious 
Pardon. And they were more Jealous than ordinary in this 
caſe, becauſe ' when Firz-Harrs was inclined to Repentance, 
and had begun a Confeſſion, to the ſurprize of the whole King- 
dom; without any viſible cauſe, he was taken out of the lawful 
Cuſtody of rhe Sheriffs, and ſhur up a. cloſe Priſoner in the 
Tower. The Commons therefore had no other way to be ſe- 
cure that the Proſecution ſhould be effectual, the Judgment in- 
different, and the Criminal out of all hopes of a Pardon (unleſs 
by an ingenuons Confeffion he could engage both Houſes in a 
powerful: Mediation to His Majeſty in his bebalf) but by im-. 
peaching of him. They were ſure no Pardon could ftop their- 
Snit, tho the King might releaſe his own Proſecution by his 
Pardon. | | 

Hithereo the Proceedings of the Commons in this Bufineſs 
conld not be liable to Exception, for that they might lawfully 
Impeach any Commoner before the Lords, was yet never doubt» 
ed, The Lords themſelves had agreed that point, when the- 
day before they had-ſent down the Plea of Sir /://;am Scrogys 
to an Impeachment of. Treaſon, then depending before them. 

| | And 
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And they are men of Brange confidence, who at this time of — 
day- take upon them to deny 2 Juriſdiction of the Lords, which - 
hach been praQiſed in all times without controul, and ſuch 3 
fandamental of the Government, that there could be no. ſecuri- 

ty withqut ir. Were it otherwiſe, it would be in the power of 

the King, by making _Commoners Miniſters of State, co ſub- 

vert the Government by their Contrivances when he pleaſed : 
Their Greatneſs would keep them out of the reach of ardinary 
Courts of Juſtice, and their Treaſons mighe not perhaps be - 
within the Statutes, but ſugh as falj.under the cognizance of no 

other Court than the Parhament,; and if the, People might, not 1 
ofRight demand Juſtige there, they might without fear of pur - 
niſhment, at che moſt deſtrutive Villanies againſt the King; 


As a Remedy againſt this Evil, the Mirrour of Faſtice tells us, Cap.1. 
that Parliamenjs were ordgined tq bear and determine all Com- Seti.'2.. 
- plaints of wrongful As, Jane by the King, Queen, or ther Chil- 148% 
dren; and ſuch others ' again} whom common Right caunat be bad: f © 
elſewhere. Which as to the King, is no otherwiſe to be un- 
derſtopd, than that if he. err by Illegal Perſonal Commands- 
or Orders, be is to be admonifked by Parliament, and. addre(- - 
ſed unto for Remedy ; but all others being but Subjects, are 
— be puniſhed by Parliaments, according to the Laws of Par-- " 

iaments. ' | 

If the ends were well conſidered for which Parliaments were - 
ordained, :as they are declared in the Statute,; Item. for main- 
tenance of the ſaid Articles and Statutes, (viz, Magna Charta, &c:) 
a Parliament ſhall be holden every year, by them Jas well as 
by the foregoing ancient Authority, none could be deceived: _ 1 
by the Parhament Ko/. of 4 Ed. 3. where ic is mentioned as 26 Ed. 3: 
accorded between the King and his Grands , (thgt js, his 0 
Lords) that Judgment of Death, given by.the Peers - againſt Res, Pert.: 
Sir Semon de Beresford, Mairever, and others; upon the Mur- jc > 
ther of King £4. 2. and his Uncle, ſhould not be drawn-into 
Example, whereby the Peers might be charged to judge others 
than their Peers, contrary to the Law of the Land, if ſuch a Caf. 
ſhould happen. For whereas from this Record ſome would: 
perſwade us that the Lords are diſcharged from judging-Com - 
moners,--and that our ancient Government. is alter'd in this. 
Caſe by that Record, which they ſay is an Act of Ss -. 4 
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(38) | 
The ftile and form of it is ſo different from that which is uſed'in 

Atts of Parliament, that many are inclined to believe ir'to be no 
other ching, than an agreement between the King and theLords, 
But to remove all future ſcruples i-the Caſe, let it beadmitred to 
be an Atof Parliament, and if there be nothing accorded in ir, 
to acquit the Lords fromtrying Commoners Impeached before 
them by the Commons in Parliament, then we hope that ſhame 
will ſtop their mouths, who have made ſuch a noiſe againſt*the 
Commons with this Record. Fi:rf, It is evident from the:Roll 
it ſelf, with: other Records, that the Lords did judg thoſe Com- 
moners contrary to the Law of the Land, that is, at the in- 
ſtance of theKing, and the Proſecution of their Enemies, with- 
out the due courſe of the Law; or calling them to make their 
Defence, and (for ought appears ) without legal Teſtimony. 
Secondly, It is-{evident, that they were driven upon this iflegal 
Proceeding; by the Power and Authority of the King, and ſome 
Proſecutors, who earneſtly preſſed the Lords therennto, - upon 
pretence -of ſpeedily avenging the Blood of the former King 
and bis Unele: - So that the Judgment was given at the Kings 
Suit, in a way not warranted by the Law and Cuftom of Parlia- 
ment, or any other/ Law of the Kingdom. Surely when the 
Lords blood was ſuffered to cool, they had reaſon to deſire 
Tomething might be left upon Record, to preſerve them for the 
future from being put upon ſuch ſhameful Work, tho ſuch a 
caſe as the Murder of a King ſhould again happen, ' asit ſeems 
they did not fear to be preſſed in any other, fo to violate the 
'Laws. But Thirdly, There is not a word in the Record, that 
imports a reſtriion of that lawful Juriſdiftion, which our Con- 
'ſtitution placeth in the Lords to try Commoners, when their 
Caſes fhould come before them lawfully, at the Suit of the Com- 
-mons by Impeachment. There is no mark of an Intention to 
change any parc of the Ancient Government, but-to provide 
againſt the Violation of it, and that the Law might ſtand-as be- 
fore \notwithſtanding the unlawfol Judgment they had lately 
given. So that the -quefſtion is ſtil] the fame, Whether by the 
Law of the Land, that is the Law and Cuſtom of Parliament, or 
any other Law, the Lords ought to try Commoners Impeached 
Þy the Commons in Parliament, as 1f that Record hadmnever 
deen;' 'And:we cannot think that any man of Sence, will from 


thatRecord make an argument in this point, fince itcould.-be no 
= better 
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better than to infer, that becauſe the Eords are: no. more tobe. 
prefied by the King, or at bis Suit, to give Judgment: againſt 
Commoners contrary to the Law of the Land, when they arenoc 
Impeachediin Parliament, therefore they muit give no. Judg- 
ment againſt:them at the Suit. of the Commons in- Parliament, 
when.they: are by them Impeached, according to the-Laws and 
Cuſtoms of Parliament. Bat if fach as delight in-theſe Cavils had 
ſearched intoall the Records relating unto that of the 4 Ed: 3. 
they might have found in the. 19th of the ſame King a Writ 
iflued out to ſuſpend the Execution of the Judgment againſt Aſa- 
trevers; becauſe it had been. illegally paſſed.. And-the chief 
reaſon. therein given is, that ke had not been Impeached, and ſuf- 
fered to make his Defence. But it was never ſuggeſted nor ima- 
gined that the Lords that: judged him, had no Juriſdiction over. 
him becauſe he was a Commoner, or ought not to have exer- 
ciſed it, if -he had been Impeached ; nor was.it pretended that 


| by Magna Charts he ought to have been tried only by his Peers ; 


the Laws of the Land therein mentioned, and the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of -Parliaments, - being. better known and.more. reve-, 
renced in thoſe days,..than to give way to ſuch a miſtake, They. 


might alſo have found by another Record of the 26th of the xe. Part. 
ſame King, that by-undoubted. ACt of Parliament, Matrevers 26 Ed. 3:: 
was pardon'd, ,and the Judgment is therein agreed by the Lords M-25- 


and: Commons to- have-been illegal, and unjuſtly paſſed, by: 


| the violent: Proſecution of his Enemies; but it-is not alledged 


that it was coram non judice, as if the Lords might not-have judg-. 
ed him, if the proceedings before them had:been legal. . But as 


the ſenſe and proceedings of all Parliaments bave ever beenbeſt - 
' known by. their practice, the - Objectors -might have. found by. 


all the Records. ſince the 4..E/. 3.. that. Commoners as well as. 


Lords might be,. and have: been, lmpeached before Lords, and; 
judged by them 'to-Capital' or other Puniſhments, as appears. 


undeniably. to every man that hath read our Hiſtories: or+ Re-. 
cords.  And.verily. the concurrent ſenſe and-practice of Par- 


liaments for ſo many Ages, will be admitted.to be a better: in-. 
texpfetation, of: theis.own- Acts; than, the ſenſe that theſe. men - 


haxeJlacely put 'upen.theng..co. increaſe our. Diſorders... But to. 
ſilence the moſt-malicious;in. this-point, let:the. famous. A& of. 


the 25 of E4, 3. be confidered, which bath ever ſince limi-. 
ted all inferior Courts in. their Juriſdition, unto: the Ky, of. 
pf ; ; uct Z 
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"ſuch Treafons only as are therein particularly ſpecified, and re- 
ſerved-all other Treaſons ro the Trial and Judgment of Parlia- 


. ment. So that if any ſuch be committed by C s, they 
muft beſo Tried, or not at afl. And if the laſt ſhould be 
ed, it will follow, that the fame fat which ina Peer is Treaſon, 


and punifhable with Death, in a Commoner is no Crime, and 
ſabje& to no puniſhment. M67 
X* Nor doth Magna Charta confine all Trials to common Juries, 
for it ordains that they ſhould be tried by rhe Fadgment of 
Peers, or by the Law of rhe Land. And will any man fay the Law 
of Parliament is not the Law of the Land ? Nor are theſe 
words in Magna Charta ſuperfluous or inſignificant, for then 
there would be no Trial before the Conſtable or Marſhal, where 
there is no Jury at all; there could be no Trialof a Peer of the 
Co. 2. Inſs. Realm upon an Appeal of Murther, who according to the Law 
29. ought inſuch caſes to be try'd by a common Jury, and not by 
his Peers. And ſince the Records of Parliaments are full of Im- 
peachment of Commons, and no inftance can be given of the 
rejection of any ſuch Impeachment,itis the Commons who have 
reaſon to cite Magne Charra upon this occaſion, which.provides 
expreſly againſt the denial of Juſtice. And indeed it looks like a ; 
denial of” Juſtice, when a Court that hath undoubted copni- 
zance of a Cauſe regularly brought before them, fhall refaſe to 
hearit : but moſt eſpecially when (as in this caſe) the Proſecutors 
could not be ſo inany other Court, fo as a final ſtop was pt eo 
their Suit, though the Lords could not judicially know whether 
any body elſe would proſecnte elſewhere. | 
This Proceeding of the Lords looks the more odly.. becauſe 
they rejeted the Canfe, before they knew as Judges what ir - 
was, and referred it to the ordinary courſe of Law, withour ſtay- 
ing to hear whether it were a matter whereof an inferior Courc 
conld take cognizatice. There are Treafons'Which can only be 
adjudged in Parliament, and if we may colle@ the ſenſe of the 
Houſe of Commons from their Debates, they thought there was 
a mixture of thoſe kind of Treaſons in- F##z- Harrs's Caſe. And 
therefore there was little reaſon for thatTevere ſuggeſtion, ther 
the Impeachment was only defigned' to delay @ Trial, ſince a com- 
pleat Examination of his Crithe could be had no where but in 
Parliament. Bur it ſeems ſornewhat ſtrange, chat rhe delaying 
of a Trial, and that againſt a profeſſed Papift charged with _—_ 
ons 


ot 


(41). 
{extremely ſenſible For. might itnot-be 
Eel people, mourns been long-s matter £26- 
tremely: ſenſible t63hem, that fomany Prorogations; ſo many Diſ- 
ſolutions, ſo many 'other Arts had been nſed todelay the  Tri- 
als, which his Majeſty had often deſired, and the Parliament 
prepared for, againft Five profeſſed: Popiſh Eords charged with 
Treaſons of an extraordinary nature., But above all,. that .it was a 
matter extremely ſenfible tothe whole Ringdom, to ſee ſuch Un- 
parliamentary and mean ſollicitations, uſed to promote this 
pretended Rejection of the Commons Accuſation, as are not fit 


to be remembred. Tis there that the delay of the Trials s tobe 
e 


laid ; for had the Impeachment been proceeded upon, and the 
Parliament ſuffered to fit, Fitz-Harrs had been long ſince Ex- 
ecuted, or deſerved Mercy by a full Diſcovery of the. ſecret 
Authors of theſe malicious Deſigns againft the King and People. 
For though the Declaration ſays a Trial was direFed, yet we are 
ſure nothing. was done in order.to it, till above a month after 


the Diffolution.: And it hath ſince raiſed ſuch -Queſtions, as we 


may venture to ſay were never talk'd of before in WWefminſter- 
Fall; "Queſtions which touch the Judicature.of. the Lords, and 
the Privileges of the Commons in ſuch a degree, . that they wil 
never be determined by the deciſion of any inferior Court, but 
will aſſuredly at one time or other have a-farther Examination. 
' We have ſeen now thatthe Commons did it not without ſome 
ground, when they Voted the refuſal of the Lords to proceed. upon 
an  Iinpeachment, to be a denial of Juſtice, and a violation of _ the 
Conſtitution of Parliaments ; and the ſecond Vote was but an: 
application of this Opiniof\ to the preſent Caſe. The third Vate. 
made upon that: occcafion was no more than what the King 
bimſelf had allowed, and all the Judges of England bad agreed. 
tbe Law, in the Caſe of the Five Impeached Lords, who were 
only generally impeacbed, and theParliament diſſolved, before: 
any Articles'were ſent up againſt them. Yet they had been firſt 
indited in an inferior Court, and preparations made for their 
Trial ; but the Judges thought at that time, that a Proſecution 
of all the Commons; was enough to ſtop all Proſecutions: of an 
inferior: nature. The Commons had not impeacbed Fiuz-Harrs, 
\bric chat they judged-his.Caſe required ſo publick an Examina- 
tion; and for any other Court togo aboutto I'ry and Condemn 
him, tho? it ſhould be granted. to be for another Crime, is asfar 
as in them lies to ſtifle that Examination: F By 


| Cap) 
" By this rime every man will begin tq. n, Whether he. 
Herd: did Themſelves or the Commons Right, » the refuſmg to 
countewance ſuch a Proceeding ?- But 'ofie of the Ponmen of: this. 
Declaration has done Hirafelf and the Nation Right, and has. 
diſcovered himfelf by uſing his ordinary pfiraſe upon this occa-. . 
fion. The Perſon is well known without naming him, who- 
always teffs. men they have done themſelves no Right, when 
he is reſolved to do them none. As'for the Commons, nothing 
was carried on to extremity by them, nothing done but whac was 
Partamentary.: They conld not defire a Conference, till they 
had firit ftated-cheir own-Caſe, and afſerted by Votes the mat- 
cer which rhey were to maintain at a Conference. And ſo fat 
were thoſe Votes from putting the Two Houtes beyond a poſſubs- 
lity of Reconciliation, that they were made 'in order-to it, and 
there was no other. way to-attain it. And fo far was the Houſe. 
of Commons from thinking themſelves to be ont of .a capacity 
of tranſaCting with the Lords any farther, that they. were pre-. 
paring to ſend a Meſſage for. a Gonference to agcomodace this- 
Difference, at the very. inſtant that the Black Rod called them- 
ty their. Diffolotion. If every. diflerence-in- Opinion or Vote 
fhonld be ſaid to put the Two Houſes out of capnrity of tranſat- 
mg baſmeſs trgether, every Parliament almoſtmuſftbe diffolved as- 
ſon as cafſed. However our Miniſters might know wethenough, 
that /bere 2995 nD poſſibility 'of reconeitmap” tbe Two Honſes, becante- 
they had before refolved to put 1hems:owt of 4 capacity bf  tranſatt- 
ing together, by a ſudden Difflarion. But that. very. thing juſti-- 
fies che Cornmons to the World; who cannot. bot perceive thar 
there wasfolemn and-good ground for-them todefive an enqui-. 
Ty into Fitz- Harrs's Treefon, ſince they who influence our Af. 
fairs were ſo ftartl'd at it, that, in orderto prevent it, they fGirſt- 
promored: this Difference betweenthe T wo: Houſes, and then; 
broke the Parliament left-it ſhould be compoſed. oo 
There is- another thing Which muft not be paſt over withour:- 
Obſervation, That the Miniſters in this Paper rake upon them. 
to decide. this great. Diſpute between the. Two Houſes, and to 
give judgment on the ſide. of the Lords. We may well demarid. 
whac perfonis by-our-Law'confticuted a. Judge of their. Priviie- 
es, or hath Authority. to cenfare the Vores of one. Houſe, made-/ 
with reference to matters-wherein they. were conteſting with 
the orher Houſe, as rhe greateſt violation of the gy Par-. 
: | aments 2 - 


0.43) 
liaovevts? They ought certainly to have excepted ile pawer - 
which is here afſamed of giviog.fucha Tudgwent, and publiſhinp 
ſack a Charge, as being not only. the-hjgheſt Violation: of the 
Canfticution, but direRly tending to the deſtendtion af-it. 
— This was'the Caſe, and « few days continuance bring like to pire- 
dace a goed underſtanding between the Two Houſer , to the advan- 
-cing all thoſe great and Pres ends, for Which the Nation hop'd 
chey were called, the Miniſters fond. it necefſary to put an end 
to that Parliament likewiſe. 

We have follawed the Writers of the Declasation through the 
| ſeveral parts of it, wherein the Houſe of Commons are Re- 
proached with any particular Miſcarriages, and now they come 
to ſpeak more at large, and to give- Caution-againſt two ſorts 
of ill Men. Qne ſort they ſay, Are men fond of their old belowed 
Commonwealth Principles; and others, are angry at being diſappoint» 
ed in deſigns they had. fer accompliſuing their own Ambition anll 
Grestneſs. Surely, if they know any ſach Perſons; the. only 
way to have prevented the miſchiefs which they pretend to'fear _ 
from. them, had.been to have diſcovered them, .and ſuffered 
the Parliament to Sit to provide-againſt the Evils. they. would 
bring, upon- the Nation, by proſecuting:of them, Bur: if-they 
mean by theſe lovers of. Commonyealth Principles , men. paſſio- 
nately devoted to the Publick good, and to the common Service 
of their Country, who believe that Kings were inſtiryie& for 
the good of the People, and Government ordained for the fake 
of thoſe that are to be governed, and therefore. complain or 
grieve when it is uſed to contrary ends, every Wife and Honeft 
man Wilt be proud to be ranked in that number. And.if Com» 
monwealth ſignifies the common Good, in which ſence it hack 
all Ages been uſed by all good Authors, and which Bodin-puts 
upon it, when he ſpeaks of the Government of Fraxce,, which 
he calls.a Repub/ick, no good man will be 2ſham'd'of ir. Our 
own Authors, The Mirror of Fuſtice, Bratton, Fleta,' Fortaſcua, 
and others in formcr times. ' And. of latter years, Sir Thormas 
Smith, Secretary. of State in.the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, in 
his Diſcourſes of the Commonweakh of England, Sir Francis 
Bacon, Cook, and others, take it in the ſame Senſe. And not 
only divers of our Statutes uſe the Word, butteven King James 
in his firſt Speech unto the Parliament, acknowledgeth himſelf 
to be the Server: af the Commonwealth; and King ——_— - 
F 2 
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both before and in tbe time of the War, never expreſſeth him- 
ſelf otherwiſe, To be fond therefore of ſuch Communivealth 
Principles, becomes every Engliſhman; and the whole Kingdom 


did hope, and were afterwards glad to find, they had ſent ſuch _ 


Men to Parliament. But if the Declaration would intimate, 
that there had been any deſign of ſetting up a Demcrratial Go- 
vernment, in Oppoſition to our legal Monarchy, it is a Calumny 
Juſt of a piece with-the other things which che penners of this 
Declaration bave vented, in order to the laying upon others the 
blame of a deſign to overthrow the Government , which only 
belongs unto themſelves. | ; . 

Itis ſtrange how this #erd, ſhould ſo change its fignification, 
with us in the ſpace of twenty years. All Monarchies in the 
World, that are not purely Barbarons and Tyrannical, have 
ever been called Communwealths, Rome it ſelf altered not thar 
Name, when it fell under the Sword of the Ceſars. The proudeſt 
and cruelleſt of Emperors diſdained it not. And in ovr days, it 
doth not only belong to Venice', Genoua, Switzerland, and the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, but to Germany,Spain, France, 
Sweden, Poland, and all the Kingdoms of Exrope. May it not 
therefore be apprehended that our preſent Minifters, who have 
ſo-much decried this Hord fo well known to our Laws, ſo often 
uſed by our beſt Writers, and by atl our Kings until this day, are 
Enemies to the thing ? And that they who make it a.-brand of 
Infamy to be of Commonwealth Principles, that is, devoted to the 
good of the People, dointend no other than the hure and miſ- 


chief of that People? Can they in plainer terms declare their. 


fondneſs of their beloved Arbitrary Power, and theirdeſign to ſer 
« up, by ſubverting our Ancient Legal Monarchy, inſtituted for 
the benefit of the Commonwealth, than by thus caſting reproach 
upon thoſe who endeavour to uphold it ? 

Let the Nation then to whom the Appeal is made, judg 
who are the men that endeavour to Poiſon the People, and who 
they are who are guilcy of deſigning Innovations Braffor 
tells us, that poteſtas Regw, is poteſtas Legs : It is from the 
'Law that he hath his Power ; it is by the Law that he is King, 
and for the good- of the People: by whoſe conſent it-is made. 
The Liberty and welfare of a great Nation, was of too much 
importance to be ſuffered to depend upon the will of one Man. 
The beſt and wiſeſt might be tranſported by an exceſs of Pow- 
ex truſted with them ; and the experience of all times = 
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that Princes,as men,are ſubject to Errors, and might be miſled; There: 
fore (as far as mansWit could foreſee): our Conſtitution hath provided: 
by annual Parliaments, 36 Edw.3. cap. 10. that the Commonwealth 
might receive no hurt ; and it is the Parliament, that muft from cime 
to time correct the miſcbiefs which daily creep in upon us. Letusthen 
no longer wonder, when we ſee ſich frequent Prorogations and Diffo- 
Jacions of Parliaments ; nor ſtand amazed at this laſt unparallelFd ef- 
fort of the Miniſters, by this Declaration to render two Parliaments odi- 
ous unto the people. They well know that Parliaments were ordain'd 
to prevent ſuch miſchiefs as they defign'd, and if they were ſuffered 
to purſue the ends of their Inſtitution, would-endeavour to preſerve all 
things in their due order. To unite the King unto his-People, and the 
hearts of the People unto the King 3 to keep the Regal Authority with- 
in the bounds of Law, and perſwade his Majeſty to dire@t it to the pub» 
lick Good, which the Law intends. Bur as this is repugnant tothe in- 
troduCtion of Arbitrary Power and Popery, they who delightin both 
cannot but hateir, and chooſe rather to bring matters into ſuch a ſtare- 
as may ſuit with their private Intereſts, than ſuffer it to continue in its 
right Channel. They love to fiſh in tronbPd Waters, and they find aſt: 
Diſorders profitable unto themſelves. Fhey can flatter the hamor of a 
miſguided Prince, and increaſe their Fortunes by the excefles of'a waſt- 
fol Prodigal z the frenzy of an imperious Woman is eaſily rendred pro- 
pitious unto them, and they can turn the Zeal ofa violent Bigot to their 
advantage ; the Treacheries of falſe Allies agree with their own cor-- 
ruptions; and as they fear nothing ſo mach as that the King ſhould re-- 
turn unto his People, and keep all things quiet, they almoft-ever ren- 
der themſelves ſubſervient to fuch as would diſturb them. And if theſe- 
two laſt Parliaments, according to their Duty, and the Truft repoſe: 
in them, have more ſteddily than any other before them perſiſted in the 
pious and juſt endeavours ofeaſing the Nation of any ofits Grievances, . 
the Authors of the Declaration found.it was their beſt courte, by falſe. 
colours put upon things, and ſubtil miſreprefentations 6f their aQings,. 
to delude'the People into an abhorrence of their own Repreſentatives ; 
but with what candor and ingenuity they have attempted it, is already- 
fofficiently made known. And if we look about us, we ſhall find thoſe- 
who defign a Change on either hand fomenting a miſundeeftandihg be- 
tween the King, his Parliament and People, whilſt-perſons who love the- 
legal Monarchy both out'of choice and conſcience; are they who deſire - 
the frequent and ſucceſsful meetings of the Great Council of the Nation: 
As for the other ſort'of peeviſh men, of whom the Declaration gives. 
us warning, who are angry at the diſappointment of their ———_— | 
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and Conſcience, who being qualified for | the higheſt employments of 
State, . have either. left, or refiſed, or been. removed from them, be- 
cauſe they would not accept or retain them at,the price of ſefling their 
Country, and Enflaving poſterity: And who are content to Sacrifice 
their ſafety as well as their intereſt ſor the publick, and expoſe them- 
ſelvesto the malice of the menin power, and to the daily Plots, Peru- 
ries, and Subornations of the Papilts. | ſay, if theſe be the ambirious wer 
ſpoken of ,, the people will have conſideration for what they ſay, and 
'therefore it will be wiſdom, to give ſuch men as thefe-no accafion to 
ſay, that they intend to lay aſide the uſe of Parliaments. 
In-good earneſt, the behaviour of the Miniſters of late, gives but tos 
-juſt occaſion to ſay, that the uſe of Parliaments is already laid aſide. For 
tho His Majeſty has owned in fo many of His Speeches and Declarati- 
ons, the great danger ofthe Kingdom, andthe neceſlity of the Aid and 
Counſel of Parliaments, he bath neverthelef been prevailed upon-to 
Diſfolve four in the ſpace of 26 Months, without making proviſion. by 
their advice ſuitable ro our dangers or wants. Nor-can we hope the 
Court will ever love. any Parliament better , than the firſt of thoſe 
-four, wherein they had. ſo dearly, purchaſed ſuch 'a number of faſt 
Friends ; Men who having firft ſold themſelves, would nor: ſtick to fell 
any thing after. And we may well ſuſpet they mean very ill at Court, 
when their deſigns ſhock't ſuch a Parliament. For that very Favourite 
Parliament no ſooner began ia good earneſt to examine what had been 
dane, and what was doing, but. they were ſent away in haſte, and-in.g 
fright, though the Miniſters know.they loſt thereby a conſtant Revenue 
of extcaardinary. Supplies. ' And are, the Miniſters at preſent mone. in- 
nocent, thanart chat ume? The ſame.-intereſt-hath the aſcerdant at 
Caurt itil}, and. they bave heightned. the Reſentments of the Nation, 
-by repeated affrecncs ; and carr we believe them that they dare ſuffer a 
Parliament now to-Sit?, | 
But we have gain'd at. leaſt this one Point-by the Declaration, thac it is 
.own'd to us, that Parliaments are the beff Method, for bealing the di- 
ſtempers of the Kingdom, and the only means to preſerve the Monarchy is 
credit both at homs and airaad., Own'd by theſe very men who have 
40 makciouſly rendred. many former Parliaments ineffetual and by this 
Declaration have done their utmoſt to make thoſe which are to came 
as fruitleſs, and. thereby have. canfelled. that «they have no concern-for 


Healing the diſtempers of the Kiugdamy and proſerumg the credit of the Ado- 


zerchy.; Which is in efect to. acknowledge theraſelves, to be whar the 
| Com- 


cannever be relieved from his fears and his domeſtick wants, nor 
ſecure from-the Afﬀronts which he daily fuffers from abroad, till he-re- 


ſolves not only to call Parhiamenss, but t6 Hearken to them "when rhey - 


are called. For without thar, it is not a Declaration, it is tiot repeated 


promiſes, nay it is not the frequent calling of Parliamerics which wilt- 
convince the world, that the uſe of them is mot intended tobe laid afide.. 


However we rejoyce, that his Majeſty feerns reſo/ved to bave frequent” 
Parliaments, and hope he will be juſt to Hirtſelf, and vs, by continning 
cbnftant to, this Refolntion.. Yet we cannot bur doubt in fome degree, 
when we remember the Speeth made 2.6 Jan. 1679. to both Houles, 
wherein henold them, that he was Unalrerably of an Opinion, that long it- 
terwali of Parliaments were atfolucely meceſſary,for compeſing and quieting the 
»inds of the-People- Therefore which ought we ranks to believe, the 
Speech or the Declaration?or Which is Kkely co laft longeſt. Reſolution or 


au.unslterable opinion. is & matter tao Nice for any bit Court-Criticks to. - 
of che laſt part of the promiſe, wilt- 


Decide. The ef&cttttal 
give uvaſſurance ofthe firſt, When we ſes the real fruits of cheſe wtf 
endeauours to extirpate Popery aut of Parliament, when we fee the D. of” 
Trk no longer. firſt Mini 
ſee that Love:to-our 


and Laws:ieno r acrimeat Court ; 


n6 longer # cefrain forerianer ofbeing Diſprac'd and Remor'd 4a rrend 
Offfices andEnplo hip. 


yments intheir Powet ;  whenthe word Loyal (wh 
is faithful to the-Law, /ſhall be reitored to itsold meaning, an arr ak : 
ſignifie onewho is for fubverting the Laws; When we ſee the Commuſli- 


—_— with hearty Proteftants;arid the Lawvexecuted in good earneft - | 


inſt the Papiſts; the Diſcoverers of the Plot cotmtenanc'd, or at leaſt - 
d, and ſuffered to give their lard raagy the Conres of 
nd.not Avawing a Ju: | ay, Which-they. diſown the eats. 
nemore Grand Juries Giſcherg'd; 1 ey they ſhotnld bear Witneſſes; nor 
Witneſſes hurried away,leſtthey ſhould inform Grand Jaries ; when we - 
ſee no tnore Inftruments from Court labonting to raiſe: Jealouſies of 


Proteſtants ac of A ANSRnY. regard had to Proteſtanes abroad:; when - 
we obſerve ſomewhat una, by Govrramg,: according, 5) Laws. 
thari intelpes pubs ar Oe mega Diflemers, the Laws made: a-- 


gainft Papiſts;then we ſhall promiſe onr ſelves not only frequent Parhia- | 
menr;,burdtl the bleflzed effects of. _ Parliameritary Conticelszte: : 


Exitir» 


tation wp Its- eethary, tace and Serie Yds *« Mi 


r,0r rather proteCtor of theſe Kingdoms,and: 
his Creatures no longer 10 have the whole diredtion of Aﬀairs; when we - 


oftice ſteady, | 


=, 
, SIPS - 
oy : —— jy? Cc BIG] Hm, . 


2-72 
I +. 


vn Eoliiongloeforede il 

Ip the Nation, aSi 7 many lk a-mind to ig Head. of a Ea. 
Qtion, and joyn. himſelf roone Party in the Kingdom, whe has; a 55 Juſt t of Govern- 
Ing all (which Thuanm bb. 28. Tays, was the notorious fo occafioned the De- 
Nrudon of his- great Grand Mother” Mary Queen of Scori) whilſt we ſee the ſime 
Differences promoted induftriouſly by the Court, which gave the riſe and progreſs rethe 
late troubles, and which were once : afwaght fit to be buried inan'# iy Oblivior 
Whilſt we ſee the Popiſh Intereſt ſo plainly Countenanced, which was then di 
Caution;when every pretence of Prerogativeisſtrained to theuemalt F Heigh 
laments areuſed with contempt and indignity,andtheir juc nd 
Privikedges brought in queſtion in Iriferior Courts, we je bur too; 5 be2? 
lieve, that tho every Loyaland Good Mandoes, yet the Miniſtersa211 wourites, do - 
but little conſider the Riſe and Progreſs of the late pln ear Dee and have htle: did py, or.care to 
Preſerve their Country from-@ Relapſe. And, who as the Ds -egard ro Relis 
gion, Liberty or Property, ſo they would be little cones. toe the Hmarchy ſhaks 
of}, if they might eſcape the Vengeance of publick Juſtice, drieto them ſhe fo} 

Caurſe of pernicious 'Coundſels, and- for:Crowningall the reſt hte ales by thas 
Refle&ting upon. that High Court; beſore which we Sdange doubt but we ſhall ſeerhem . 
ene day brought to. Judgment. . 

Thus have. we with an Engliſh FLAW N expreſſed our thoughts of the late Parlia- * 
ments and their Proceedings, as well as of the Court in Relation to them, and bj 
this Freedom will ws. No man. 'The MEE wy d 


their br ks wo 
yy ED a th 


{ injurious u 


| Cafe and ce therbae, dard any] Jon are obs. & urito.us, if Weds es 

By ſarisfy all reaſonable and impartial men, that wor ir is aid by us, :butwhat'is 

nd-neceſfary, to preſerve the Intereſts of the King and this. People. Nor-can 
there beany thing more tothe Honour of His Ma jeſty;; .than to givethe Nations round 
about us to underſtand, that the King of England , doth neither Reign over a Baſf, 
Servile People, who hearing themſelves Arraign' and Condemned; dare nor ſpeak” 
ntheirown Defence and'Vindication; norover fofilly, fooliſhiand xeeak aPeople, a5 
that il1 deſigned; - and worſe fupported of dnt gs the World ro thank 
that there are ſome Perſons in.-his:Dominions,: not onl y of true na Ouragge, : 
greater intelleQuals as well as better Morals, than the Adviſers un 
che Declaration mw marufeſted themſelves-to be. 
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